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In this year dedicated by Pope 
Benedict to the theme of “New 
Evangelization”, Missions To-
day continues its series on the 
topic in an article by Bishop 
Victorino Stellin from Costa 
Rica and his “dreams of being 
a missionary. Stellin’s reflections 
act as an introduction to the 
mission work being done in the 
countries of Laos and Nepal. 

Despite many obstacles, a slow but determined growth of evange-
lization is now occurring. This development of the faith in these 
countries is featured in this edition.

An amazing chronicle of faith development in South Korea, a 
hugely industrialized and developed country in Asia, acts as stark 
contrast to both Laos and Nepal. Evangelization is not only well 
established in South Korea, but it has “taken off” in terms of its 
countrywide appeal. It would appear that there is potential for 
similar faith development in China, Taiwan, and Vietnam as can 
be seen in the articles found in Across the Globe.

One cannot help but be moved by the missionary work being 
taken on by the youth within the Church. In many ways, they 
are our “unsung heroes”. I invite you to read the Youth in Mission 
story about the students and teachers from Fr. Michael McGivney 
High School who with the Missionaries of the Poor minister to 
abandoned children in the streets of Kingston Jamaica. Their 
commitment to serve and live their faith is more than significant. 
I couldn’t help but draw a comparison to St. Francis of Assisi who 
always preached the Gospel and used words only when he had to. 
These young people are truly missionaries preaching the love of 
Christ found in the gospel. In another striking example found in 
Across the Globe, youth from Pakistan are also bringing the good 
news to the people of Afghanistan. I hope that after reading the 
articles you will be reassured that the future of the Church is in 
good hands.

Missionary Prayer Intentions
JUNE: For the Christians of Europe – That Christians in 
Europe may rediscover their true identity and participate with 
greater enthusiasm in the proclamation of the Gospel.

JULY: For all Mission Volunteers – That Christian volun-
teers in mission territories may witness to the love of Christ.

As always, the regular mission features about the work of St. Peter 
the Apostle and the Holy Childhood are included. Both these reg-
ular features of the magazine focus on the commitment of young 
people to their faith.

I hope this edition of Missions Today becomes part of your sum-
mer reading. Reflect and enjoy it as it bring to us new found hope. 
Have a safe and restful summer.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Marie Deans 
National Director

AUGUST: For all Youth – That young people, called to follow 
Christ, may be willing to proclaim and bear witness to the Gos-
pel to the ends of the earth.

National Director’s Message
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Painting works in the final stages

Letters from Abroad
Thank you, Canada, from Nazigo Parish, Uganda

Thank you, Canada, from Nazigo Parish, Uganda

Once again, because of your generous financial support of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, Canada, we have been able to fund much needed 
church repairs in this Ugandan parish. The letter and accompanying pictures 
tell the tale.

Kampala

Kayunga

Hacking of the walls to create vents for sufficient 
lighting and air circulation

Hacking of the walls which had been af-
fected by rain water falling from the roof

Painting works going on in side view of the 
church

The front of the church after all renovations had been done. 

“Thanks to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith”
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A few weeks ago I received an email from Alisia D’Silva, 
a teacher at Father McGivney Catholic Academy in 
Markham, Ontario. In it, Alisia suggested she had a mis-
sion story worth sharing. Because I am always interested 
in hearing stories of youth working in mission service, I 
gratefully accepted her offer and arranged to meet Alisia 
and her Mission Project team members.

Father Michael McGivney is a large, bustling high school 
located in south Markham, just outside of Toronto. Its 
student population is ethnically very diverse, as I quickly 
sensed while making my way from the parking lot to the 
main entrance. I was greeted with smiles and nods from 
both students and adults, putting me in a good frame 
of mind even before I entered the school. I like smiles. 
Once inside, I noticed a crowded but inviting meeting 
place, with students of many global backgrounds jostling 
and gathering in a good-humoured way. There was energy in the 
building that felt positive and invigorating to this visitor. Alisia 
was waiting for me in the main office and off we went to meet 
the team.

Why this preamble? I think you, the reader, need to have a sense 
of the school environment to appreciate the story you are about to 
experience. A good school is a place where students and staff feel 
good about attending; it is a place that builds confidence in one 
another through acceptance of each other’s being. And I sensed 
that feeling immediately at Father McGivney. This high school, 
while predominantly Catholic, also has a sizable number of Hin-
du and Muslim students, all working together for both common 
and personal goals. 

In that first meeting, the students related their experiences from 
their March trip to Jamaica. Over the course of a week, they 
worked closely with the brothers and sisters who make up the Ja-
maica chapter of the Missionaries of the Poor. Naturally, I was ini-
tially curious to know how this high school became linked with 
this religious order of service.

The story begins five years ago. Alisia D’Silva’s brother-in-law 
was a police officer working with the York Regional Police Ser-
vice. He was known as a devout Catholic, deeply committed to 
mission service. Constable Davis Ahlowalia, with others, devel-
oped the “Adopt-a-Mission” campaign within the police service 
following his experiences working with the Missionaries of the 
Poor in Jamaica. However, in January, 2007, he was killed in a 

traffic accident. In his honour, the police service decided 
to make Jamaica their priority for fund-raising. Alisia 
recalls, “When I was offered the position on the Chap-
laincy team, I remembered the stories that Davis shared 
about his experiences of sheer spiritual joy in community 
with the brothers and the residents of the centres. It was 
something I felt our students needed to experience.”

And so, the Jamaica Mission Service Project was brought 
to Father McGivney. This most recent trip was the third 
one for Alisia and her team. Fifteen students along with 
their teachers learned what it meant to care for the most 
marginalized of society. They learned that one must take 
on the suffering of others to truly understand their plight. 
Their trip was not a vacation. It was, for many, a spiritual 
awakening.

Youth in Mission
Joyfully Serving with Christ on the Cross:  Father Michael McGivney Catholic 
Academy and the Missionaries of the Poor Jamaica Mission Project
By Paul Coady

Cross at the entrance to Lord’s Place, a shelter for women

McGivney Mission students with Brother Rowell (far left) and Sr. Mela-
nie of Toronto, one of the first Sisters of the Missionaries of the Poor
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Knowing that the students would be intimately working with the 
residents of the centres for care, Alisia and her team organized an 
intensive training program that began early in the school year. 
Total commitment was expected of those interested in partaking. 
The students were made to realize from the earliest days of plan-
ning that prayer and reflection would be a major component of 
their time with the missionaries. They also needed to understand 
the heart-wrenching backgrounds of the residents being cared for 
by the brothers. The residents ranged in age from babies to young 
adults. All had been abandoned by their families because of their 
mental or physical disabilities. Some had been left by the side of 
the road, to be found by the brothers while on their walks through 
the poorest areas around Kingston, Jamaica. Their needs were 
great; many most likely would die without the care offered by the 
brothers, since they could not care for themselves.

Below is the schedule of meetings set by the Mission Team for 
its students. Notice the word ‘mandatory’ in the opening section.

Jamaica Mission & Service Retreat Preparation

The following dates have been set aside as days of preparation and 
reflection for the upcoming Jamaica Service Trip in March 
2012. Attendance is mandatory for each of the indicated 
dates in order to be considered a member of the Mission 
Team of 2012.

Monday Sept. 12, 2011: Applications due to Chaplaincy office

Wednesday Sept. 21, 2011: 8 am: Prayer and planning meeting 
in the Chapel

Wednesday Oct. 12, 2011, 8 am: Rosary and reflection in the 
Chapel

Outline of fundraising events

Wednesday Oct. 26, 2011, 8 am: Rosary 
and reflection in the Chapel

Fundraising updates

Wednesday Nov. 2, 2011, 8 am: Prayer and 
reflection in the Chapel

Pick up permission forms for retreat

Thursday Nov. 10, 2011: All day retreat at 
L’Arche Daybreak*

Wednesday Nov. 16, 2011: Reflection and 
debriefing, 8 am in the Chapel

Friday Nov. 18, 2011: Final list of Mission 
Team members will be announced

*L’Arche Daybreak is a centre for the men-
tally challenged in Richmond Hill, Ontar-
io. It is run on the model first established 

Celebrating Sunday mass with local residents of Mount Tabor

The singing brothers, praying the Stations of the Cross on Mount Tabor

Br. Andrew Joseph carrying Giovanni, a resident of Beatitudes Home 
for Boys
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by Jean Vanier in France. The visit to L’Arche would give the stu-
dents some insight into what was to come.

The students lived in residence with the missionary brothers. 
They ate the same meals, performed the same tasks, endured the 
same pain and most importantly, prayed alongside the missionar-
ies, following their daily schedule. This meant:

Rising early for 5:45 a.m. Morning Prayer

Working throughout the day, cleaning and feeding the residents; 
engaging them in whatever way possible to make them feel wanted.

Gathering for Evening Prayer at 5:00 p.m.

Gathering for Night Prayer at 9:00 p.m.

The many opportunities for prayer and 
reflection, combined with the corporal 
works of mercy they performed through-
out the day, led many of the students to 
feel spiritually alive for the first time in 
their lives. I will let the students speak for 
themselves in the second part of this story, 
but I certainly felt this in my conversations 
with them.

Much of the credit must go to the Mis-
sionaries of the Poor who worked with the 
students. Known as the ‘singing mission-
aries’ (music is part of everything they do), 

the order was founded by Father Ho Lung, himself a native of the 
island with Jamaican-Chinese ancestry, in 1991. There are now 
close to 500 missionaries in this order worldwide. Their calling 
is to serve those in desperate need of care; those who have no one 
else. Some of the students felt they were the male equivalent of 
Mother Theresa.

One of the highlights of the trip for the students occurred on the 
final day. A trip had been arranged to take the residents to the 
beach so that they could experience the joys of water, sand, and 
sun at the same time. The students engaged in the typical play 
of any beach-goer would, as made evident by these photographs:

In our next issue, you will hear from the students and staff them-
selves as they try to explain what the Jamaica Mission Project 
meant, and continues to mean, for them today. You will find their 
responses most revealing.

Missions Today would like to thank Alisia D’Silva and Maryse Selva-
kumar for providing the photographs for this article.

Soaking in the sun with Br. Jamie and ‘Shaky’

Lunchtime at Bethlehem Home for Children

McGivney mission team joins the brothers in praying the outdoor Stations of the Cross
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Across the Globe

  TAIWAN - Confucians, Taoists and Buddhists partic-
ipate in activities sponsored by the PMS in Taiwan 

Taipei) - A weekend of spiritual formation for parish missionary 
animators took place in January in the Diocese of Hsin Chu and 
was attended by about eighty people. Father Felice Chech (M.I.), 
National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Taiwan, 
presented the draft document, Via Lucis, (the Way of Light), The 
document was finalized in early April and sent to all parishes in 
Taiwan. Over the weekend of formation Fr. Felice reviewed the 
lives of the four founders of the Missionary Societies, while Rob-
ert Marinaccio, an Italian lay missionary of the Archdiocese of 
Gaeta, encouraged the reflection concerning the role of the parish 
missionary animator. “The weekend proved to be a valuable op-
portunity to compare the problems inherent in both parish and 
diocesan missionary. One of the main activities conducted by the 
National Missionary Office in the first half of the Pastoral Year 
2011-2012was the Vigil of Prayer held in the mission month of 
October, which this year took place in all seven dioceses in Tai-
wan. The vigil was attended by many people belonging to the 
traditional religions (Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist) who, out 
of friendship and spiritual interest, are constantly involved in ac-
tivities promoted by Catholics. In March, the dinner in favor of 
Missionary Childhood was held, which was attended by five hun-
dred people, one third of which were Catholics, while others were 
Taoists, Buddhists and Confucians who care about supporting 
the works promoted by the Holy Childhood. An edited version, 
taken from Agenzia Fides 04/17/2012.

  VIETNAM: Anger after Easter service ban
 “Religious freedom is not a favor but a fundamental and sacred 
right,” stated Bishop Michael Hoang in a letter dated April 4 that 
8 was sent to the country’s top officials after Dak Ha district 
authorities in Kon Tum province refused to allow the celebration 
of Easter rites in the village of Turia Yop.

District authorities said “security for the event could not be guar-
anteed.” However, the bishop said this reasoning “is not convinc-
ing to people in the digital age.”

Bishop Oanh said Catholics are hated, maltreated and discrimi-
nated against by authorities in this district where religious activi-
ties are limited. Catholics are also not allowed to build churches 
and are told to practice their faith at homes and without priests.

“Thousands of Catholics in this area have not enjoyed religious 
freedom for forty years,” he said. “They have no priests, no 
churches and no liturgical services,” he added.

In February, Father Louis Gonzaga Nguyen Quang Hoa, a local 
priest, was attacked by three ex-convicts after he conducted a fu-
neral service for an ethnic Sedang woman in Turia Yop. Villagers 
suspect local authorities may have been behind the attack. The 
diocese is home to many ethnic minority groups who were intro-
duced to Catholicism by foreign missioners in the 19th century. 
An edited version, taken from ucanews, 04/11/2012
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   PAKISTAN - More than 1,200 new missionaries: the 
first fruits of the Year of the Mission 

Karachi (Agenzia Fides) - Fr. Mario Rodrigues, National Director 
of the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) in Pakistan states that 
over 1,200 new missionaries, including religious and lay people, 
participated in courses on missionary animation throughout the 
country during the Year of Mission 2012. They now “are ready 
to be missionaries (not only) in Pakistan but also ad gentes”. The 
lay people who participated in the training exercise included cat-
echists, pastoral workers, and an encouraging number of youth. 
The Year of the Mission, which ends in October, was launched 
on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies in Pakistan. “Mission, for us Chris-
tians in Pakistan, means service and love for one’s neighbor” 
explained Fr. Mario. The Director states that “there are already 
three young missionaries who, after a period of formation, have 
left for the mission ad gentes in Asia, a continent that awaits the 
testimony and preaching of the Gospel.” An edited version, taken 
from Agenzia Fides 05/03/2012.

    CHINA: more than 22,000 baptisms on Easter 
Sunday

Vatican City - The Catholic news agency Fides has reported that 
22,104 people were baptised in China on Easter Sunday. The sta-
tistics were collected by the Study Centre of Faith in the Chinese 
province of He Bei. The newly-baptised Catholics, 75 per cent of 
whom are adults, belong to 101 dioceses. In He Bei itself 4,410 
people were baptised on Easter Day, 615 more than last year, while 
in Hong Kong, which has more than 360,000 faithful, there were 
3,500 baptisms.

In evaluating these figures, it should be borne in mind that some 
dioceses do not celebrate all their baptisms at Easter. For example, 
in Shang Hai there were 379 Easter baptisms but the total figure 
could exceed 1,500 by the end of the year. According to Sr. Li 
Guo Shuang of the Study Center, “there are still some dioceses or 
communities which, due to communication difficulties, have not 
yet reported data to us. So we must emphasise that the figures are 
not complete, they may still increase”. Source: Vatican Information 
Service 04/24/2012

  NEPAL - “Religious freedom at risk, Hindu extrem-
ism grows”

Kathmandu - With the May 27 deadline approaching on the 
preparation of the new Constitution, the government still has 
not overcome the impasse caused by the demands of religious 
extremists.

The Apostolic Vicar of Nepal, His Exc. Msgr. Anthony Sharma, 
SJ, commented on the situation by stating, “We hope that the 
work on the new Constitution are (sic) completed. We appeal 
to the responsibility and good will of all political forces. We ask, 
for the future, full respect for religious freedom in Nepal … The 
Church - the Apostolic Vicar reaffirms - calls for … a secular 
state, which protects the freedoms and individual rights and rec-
ognizes all religious communities. We hope for a Charter that 
gives women equal rights, equal opportunity, finally overcoming 
the caste system. Msgr. Sharma fears that if the constitution is 
not completed on time, then these basic principles will be in dan-
ger. “Nepal was a Hindu kingdom. Today there are still parties 
and groups that would like to make Nepal a Hindu nation. This 
legacy gave life to the Nepal Defense Army (NDA), a radical 
Hindu group that in the past hit people and Christian targets. 
We suspect it is financed by Hindu extremist groups operating 
in India”.

In Nepal, about 2,500 Christian communities and the 2 million 
faithful Christians wish to contribute to the development of the 
country, operating with respect for the dignity of every man. The 
Catholic Church (over 7,000 souls) is committed above all to 
the service of education for all citizens. The 32 Catholic schools 
teach the core values to approximately 21 thousand students, in-
cluding 11 thousand girls. “The Church - concludes the Vicar 
- has always offered the testimony of the love of Christ through 
social works. So many are asking us to become Christians and we 
have 300 to 500 newly baptized per year. An edited version, taken 
from Agenzia Fides 05/03/2012. Editor’s Note: Be sure to read our 
feature story on Nepal in this issue.

  PAKISTAN - Joy in quetta: a new priest ordained, 
the first in baluchistan  

Quetta - In the chapel of St. Joseph Convent School in Quetta, 
an historic event was celebrated on April 21st: The first ordina-
tion of a Catholic priest in Baluchistan. Deacon Gulshan Barkat 
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI) was ordained by the 
Vicar Apostolic of Quetta, His Exc. Mgr. Victor Gnanapragas-
am OMI. The missionary Oblates - currently 10 in Quetta, and 
over 30 in all of Pakistan - opened a mission in Quetta in 1982 
and, after thirty years, the local Catholic community is thriving 
with schools, pastoral activity, catechesis in the villages, with now 
over 50 thousand faithful Catholics.The gift of the first priest or-
dained in Baluchistan, the deacon Gulshan told Fides, “has a high 
symbolic value: it … give(s) a Christian witness and promote(s) 
priestly vocations and religious life in this province”. An edited ver-
sion, taken from Agenzia Fides 04/20/2012. 
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1. I dreamed of being a missionary endowed with an extraor-
dinary ability to develop an attitude of constant acceptance 
and dialogue with everyone, remembering how Jesus ate 
with the fishermen; … although aware of my otherness, 
and so open to accepting and overcoming inevitable con-
flicts.

2. I wanted to learn the language well 
(there turned out to be several lan-
guages!) in order to enter the world 
in which the ‘others’ would accept 
me, in order to listen to them, for 
an effective and affective encounter, 
and in order to evangelize.

3. I dreamed of acquiring ‘infinite’ pa-
tience … in order to hope for per-
sonal and social Christian growth, 
which in reality is slow, filled with 
disappointments, and sometimes 
even exasperation. I wanted to rein-
force the very Combonian conviction 
in myself that a missionary works for 
the future, for eternity, and that he 
must be grateful for them when they 
come.

4. From the first years of formation … I 
proposed to achieve a deep, sincere, unlimited spirit of for-
giveness towards those who cause suffering and abuse the 
goodness of others, well aware that their presumed selfish-

ness and faults make them suffer first even before others… 
I know that to forgive is ‘to re-create’, to make others, rela-
tions, and the community new, with the awareness that for-
giveness is an invention that Christ brought to the world: 
before him it was not known as he preached and lived it.

5. I dreamed of being a ‘good’ mission-
ary, simply good, and I even discovered 
that I wished that the people in my mis-
sion would give me the nickname one 
day of ‘the good missionary’. I had heard 
that the people were accustomed to giv-
ing our missionaries nicknames, espe-
cially in Africa. … This required me 
to be amiable with everyone, with no 
exceptions, careful, with my gaze set on 
Christ the Good Shepherd, ‘humble of 
heart’. I was well aware that the receiv-
ers of my work did not want me to be 
arrogant, authoritarian, distant, proud, 
resentful, ironic …

6. It was my ‘utopia’, my dream, to be 
a serene, content, peaceful, even joyful 
and good-humored missionary … not 
so much as a result of a ‘good character’ 
(I knew I did not have one!), but rather 
as a result of my feeling safe in God’s 

hands, my Father, because I was extraordinarily enriched 
by the experience of his unconditional love.

The New Evangelization - Part III 
The Missionary Encounter
by Paul Coady

In the March 2004 issue of Omnis Terra (International Pontifical Missionary Union), His Excellency Mgr. Victorino Girardi Stel-
lin, MCCJ gave an account of the importance of Missio ad gentes for the 21st century. As part of its conclusion, Bishop Stellin offered 
a personal account of what he ‘ dreamed’ a missionary should be. The bishop, born and raised in Italy, is a member of the Comboni 
Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus. He has served as the Bishop of the Diocese of Tilaran-Liberia, Costa Rica, since 2002. What follows 
is an edited version of Stellin’s Dream. Missions Today has prepared a short reflection exercise for you to use after reading this account.

The Missionary I Dreamed of Being

Bishop Victorino Girardi Stellin

In February 2001, I was in Mexico for a week of Combonian spirituality. During the concluding Eucharist, we had the op-
portunity to describe the image of the missionary we had hoped to become one day. It was our dream, just as it had been our 
dream to work one day in the most difficult missions of the South in the Sudan, Zaire (DRC today, ed.) or Northern Brazil.

Whatever part of our dream has come true belongs to each one’s sacred history, but we felt that this was an occasion to remem-
ber and talk about our dream so that it would not just stay in the world of dreams.

Girardi Stellin, Bishop Victorino 
  – photo – wikimedia.org
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7. My dream went even further. I wanted to realize the firm 
resolution to share the joys and sufferings, the hunger and 
poverty of ‘my people’, and even to risk my life for them, 
just as many of Comboni’s sons and daughters had done. 
… I dreamed of spending everything for the mission in 
order to return one day to my homeland, God willing, with 
broken health, traveling very light, after leaving everything 
in the mission.

8. I asked the Lord, and not only once, for a grateful heart 
towards all, open to friendship, without any pretension, 
without giving in to any cowardice or temptations to want 
to possess anyone.

9. In a very special and insistent way, I dreamed of being a mis-
sionary with ‘strong knees’, to use Comboni’s words, what 
used to be called ‘a man of God’ … because of his spirit of 
prayer and faithful practice.

10. Lastly, I dreamed of being an obedient rebel, like the saints, 
just like Comboni: i.e., a Christian and a missionary who 
accepts and obeys his own rhythms of growth and those of 
others, who reads God’s will in the ‘mediations’, but does 
not conform to mediocrity, who rebels before the abuses 
and violations of what is most sacred, the person, every per-
son … and enters intrepidly into the logic of the One who 
loved us to an extreme.

Reflecting on Bishop Victorino’s Dream
All of us, at one time or another, go back in our minds to the days of our youth. We contemplate ruefully the lost chances and 
missed opportunities while also giving thanks for the blessings that we have experienced. We laugh inwardly at the silly things 
we said or believed, musing on how little or how much we have grown over time. Missionaries are no different. Bishop Victorino 
has shared with us his musings on the hopes and aspirations of a young, newly-formed missionary prior to commencing his long 
journey of service to others. Keeping in mind the six models of evangelization we examined in the previous issue, I invite you 
to ponder the following questions.

1. In light of the models, which ones are given greater emphasis in the 10 ‘dreams’ of Bishop Victorino?

2. What would account for this emphasis?

3. Why is it understandable that some 
of the models aren’t present in his 
dreams?

4. In what ways can we laity in Canada 
adopt some of his dreams? 

5. In his last dream, Bishop Victorino 
uses the puzzling phrase: ‘obedient 
rebel’ (an oxymoron if I ever heard 
one!). How are you called to be an 
obedient rebel in your life?

The Six Models of Evangelization
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Laos is one of several 
small countries that make 
up the ‘rump’ of South-
east Asia (see map). Fol-
lowers of Buddhism and 
Animism make up 98% 
of the population of ap-
proximately 6.5 million 
people. The tiny Catholic 
population (Latin rite), 
while found throughout 

the country, is centred in the most southern province of Paksé. There are 
about 50,000 Catholics in Laos, spread over the four vicariates contain-
ing 123 parishes. And 15 priests! Georg Evers pointed to the pressing 
need for more priests and religious in his book, The Churches in Asia. 
He foresees that, “the most urgent problem of the Catholic Church in 
Laos will be the shortage of personnel. The three congregations of re-
ligious sisters working in Laos … all together have just 100 sisters. … 
Since the Catholic Church in Laos is not allowed to run schools, hospi-
tals or social institutions, most religious sisters are working in parishes 
or in government hospitals and leprosaria.”

Catholics in Laos have had a relationship with the various governments 
of the day that can best be described as ‘hot/cold’. While Catholic mis-
sionaries have visited the country dating back to the 1600’s, unlike the 
relative successes of missions in China and Japan, no firm foothold was 
ever established. However, beginning with the Paris Foreign Mission 
Society (M.E.P.) and then later, the Oblates, some small signs of growth 
began to appear. Throughout its recent history, Laos has been a land of 
turmoil. The country was invaded and occupied by Japan during the 
Second World War. During the 1950’s and 60’s, much of Laos was in-
volved in the Vietnam War. At the same time, an anti-French campaign 
began in an attempt to overthrow French colonial rule and establish 
an independent Laos. In 1976, the Marxist ‘Pathet Lao’ organization 
(Lao Nation), finally succeeded in establishing its hold on the country. 
Conditions for missionary work were nearly impossible during this pe-
riod. However, one bright spot was the consecration of the first Laotian 
bishop in 1974.

In 1991, a new constitution promised religious 
freedom for all Laotians, but when closely ex-
amined, this religious ‘freedom’ was meant for 
the Buddhists and Animists, since Christian-
ity was considered an imported religion, not 
part of the Laotian tradition. Thus, the gov-
ernment must have final say in the building 
of churches and seminaries, or the printing of 
religious materials along with other activities 
that one would consider part of the natural 
functioning of the faith.

“Laotian priests and religious are not allowed 
to engage in preaching or pastoral activities in 
provinces and places where there is no estab-
lished community.” (Evers, The Churches in 

Asia) It wasn’t until 1996 that the country’s Catholics could celebrate 
their first seminary, located in Thaket.

Thus, those of our faith who work on a daily basis in the small towns 
and villages throughout the country find their situation one of hope, but 
also uncertainty. A new constitution that speaks of religious freedom 
does not mean religious freedom for all. Depending on the region, mis-
sionaries are either welcomed or threatened. This important factor ex-
plains why the story of evangelization in Laos is not straightforward. In 
fact, contradictions appear at every corner. The stories that follow reflect 
these contradictions. Each reflects the current conditions in the country: 
signs of hope, accommodation, and uncertainty. And now, some snap-
shots of the world of Laotian Catholics.

“Community of the Word” to relaunch their  
mission with hope and despite obstacles 

Vatican City - The hope and future of the Church in Laos can be seen 
in 30 young people – 20 who are seminarians and 10 who are in their 
initial preparatory year at the Major Seminary in the Apostolic Vicariate 
of Pakse in southern Laos.

The Apostolic Vicariates of Laos. The greatest Catholic concentration 
is in the Champasak province of Paksé Vicariate – map by Croberto68 
at it. wikipedia.org

Fr. Adun Hongsaphong, theologian and Rector of the Major Seminary, 
is one of three priests who carries out pastoral work in the Vicariate,. 
“Christian communities are mainly in the province of Champasak, the 
others are widely dispersed.

 In the Vicariate there is just one Bishop and three priests and the pasto-
ral work is not easy: we are always travelling, there are difficulties to visit 
the communities and to pray with the families”. But “we are reviewing 
the methods for the pastoral care - he explains - trying to focus it on the 
Word of God: we try to create ‘Communities based on the Word’ and 
from there we expect some changes, because the Word of God gives 
strength and could inspire new vocations”. Vocations, and therefore new 
priests, are vital for the future of the small Laotian Church. It is a com-
munity of about 50 thousand faithful served by only 15 priests. 

Focus: Laos  
Signs of Hope Despite the Uncertain Future

Catholic Seminary in Thakhek  photo – Torbenbrinker[CC-BY-SA-3.0], wikimedia.org

Thakhek
Champasek
Pakxé
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In 1975, all foreign missionaries were expelled by the communist 
“Pathet Lao”. Since 1991, the government has gradually loosened its grip 
on the faithful, allowing ever-greater freedom of worship and religion: 
“Today the relationship with the authorities is friendly: there are no big 
obstacles, but we cannot say that they work together. Our real freedom 
of religion varies according to provinces and above all local authorities, 
and not so much by the Constitution, which provides for freedom of 
worship. In large cities, where the churches are visible, there is more 
freedom, in rural areas there is less “.

Among the examples cited by the priest, there is the impossibility of 
building new churches (the government does not authorize them) but, 
on the other hand “you can restore or reconstruct existing buildings, 
and it is possible to regain the churches confiscated in the past, using 
them again for the pastoral service”.

Therefore the urgency and challenge of the Church in Laos today is to 
“renew catechesis and evangelization, faith lived in families and com-
munities”, creating “parishes and communities that can shine in the 
evangelical witness”. Today, Lao-Christian faithful are no longer per-
ceived as “foreigners”; they are trying to re-establish elements of local 
culture in the liturgy and pastoral work, in order to integrate better into 
the social fabric of the country. “We have faith in the Holy Spirit that 
guides our Church and our projects, we try to conform to the will of 
God”, he concludes. An edited version, taken from a report in Agenzia 
Fides 10/01/2011.

Catholics Uphold a Piece of Buddhist Tradition
The Buddhist New Year festival, Songkran or Bunpimay (water-throw-
ing) as it is known locally, takes place every April 13-15.

Simon Som Thu, a Vietnamese-Laotian Catholic, took his wife and 
two daughters to the Sacred Heart Church in Savannakhet on Sunday 
morning, where they and another 50 Catholics attended a special Mass 
to mark the festival. During the Mass, celebrants splashed holy water 
on others for good luck. “Local people traditionally believe water will 
bring happiness and good health and wash away the sins of the past 
year,” Thu added.

Thu, 47, who makes fire cookers for a living at a local market, said later 
that afternoon he and his family also attended water-pouring rites at a 
local temple. They poured water over Buddha statues and the hands 
and feet of 10 monks “to express our deep respect for them.”

(Thu’s) wife converted to Catholicism last year. “As Catholics, we must 
respect traditional values and rites. If not, we will be treated with con-
tempt,” Thu said. “Following traditional values is an effective way to live 
in harmony with other people,” he added.

Catholics offered sticky rice and branches decorated with banknotes to 
priests and Religious to show their respect to them. Father Phonethep, 
pastor of Seno parish, said they bring sticky rice to the church and he 
blesses it. Then they take it home and treat their guests during the fes-
tival. “I often visit local monks and they visit me on Church feasts. We 
respect each other’s beliefs and live in harmony,” he said. An edited ver-
sion, taken from ucanews.com 04/17/2012.

Hundreds pray without priest at Easter
Xaybuly District - Hundreds of Catholics were forced to gather and cel-
ebrate Easter without a priest outside their chapel in a parish bordering 
Thailand following its recent closure by the government.

“Around 200 Lao Catholics recited the rosary, sang hymns and read 
the Gospel to celebrate Easter in front of Kengweng chapel, while four 
armed soldiers watched from the chapel’s gate,” Lovers of the Holy 
Cross Sister Josephine Seusy, who organized the ceremony, said.

The chapel, built in 1964, was closed off to parishioners by Savannakhet 
provincial authorities in February.  “The government decided to con-

fiscate the chapel after saying we had no ownership 
papers,” stated Sister Josephine. “It plans to build a 
school on the plot.”

On Saturday, three local Catholics were arrested and 
questioned by security officials after they removed a 
closure notice which was posted on the main door 
of the chapel by government officials in February. 
The faithful had also gathered outside the chapel 
to celebrate Palm Sunday. Sister Seusy said priests 
from elsewhere are still being prevented from pro-
viding pastoral services for local Catholics. She said 
she and her five novices have to hold prayers, teach 
catechism and provide communion, baptism and 
funeral services. There are around 3,000 Catholics 
among 850,000 people, most of them Buddhists, in 
Savannakhek province. An edited version, taken 
from ucanews.com, 04/10/2012.

Countryside in Champasak province  photo – Adam Jones [CC-
BY-SA-3.0], wikimedia.orgdia.org

Sacre Coeur Catholic Church, built in 1928, Vientiane  photo – Torbenbrinker 
[CC-BY-SA-3.0], wikimedia.org
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There may be no other country in the world that over the past 
half century has seen growth as sustained as that of South Korea, 
including conversions to Christ.

From 1960 to 2010, the number of inhabitants went from 23 to 
48 million; per capita income from 1,300 to 19,500 dollars; Chris-
tians from 2 to 30 percent, of which about 10-11 percent, 5.5 

I first went to South Korea in 1986. Even back then it was a 
Church with many conversions, and it is still so today. Every par-
ish has from 200 to 400 baptisms of converts from Buddhism 
each year. Most of the converts are city dwellers. Each year there 
are 130-150 new priests, one for every 1,110 baptized. In 2008, 
the Catholic population exceeded 10 percent of South Koreans, 
and it continues to grow by about 3 percent each year. In 2009, 
the number of baptized reached 157,000, and 149 priests were 
ordained, 21 more than in 2008. More than two thirds of the 
priests are under the age of 40. Cardinal Nicholas Cheong Jin-
suk, archbishop of Seoul, stated that,  “Over the past ten years, 
the Catholic Church in Korea has gone from three to five million 
faithful; in Seoul we are 14 percent,” 

The Catholic Church in South Korea is the one that is growing 
most vigorously in Asia. There is full religious freedom in South 

Korea, and the secretary 
of the Korean episco-
pal conference, Bishop 
Simon E. Chen, told 
me that Koreans dem-
onstrate a strong pro-
pensity for Christianity, 
because it introduces 
the idea of the equal-
ity of all human beings 
created by the one God. 
Moreover, both Catho-
lics and Protestants par-
ticipated in the popular 
movement against the 
military dictatorship, 
between 1961 and 1987, 
while Confucianism 
and Buddhism promote 
obedience to the estab-
lished authority. 

One characteristic of the Korean Church is the excellent col-
laboration of the laity in evangelization. The Church was born 

in Korea from a few Korean philosophers 
and diplomats who emigrated, converted 
to Christianity in Beijing, and then, after 
returning home, propagated the faith and 
baptized. Today in Korea, someone who 
converts knows that he must join one of the 
groups, associations, or movements of the 
parish. The “passive” Catholic is not recog-
nized. In Seoul, where there are more than 
200 parishes, I was in the parish of the Sale-
sians of Kuro Dong, in a working class area 
on the outskirts of the city

The pastor, Fr. Paul Kim Bo Rok, told me: 
“In the parish we are two priests and four 
sisters, but the real work of mission and re-
ligious instruction is done by the laity, both 
in the eight courses of catechesis, taught at 
different times and by different people, and 

KOREA: The Faith Is Blossoming  
While our faith is under attack in many parts of the world, in Korea it is booming. Father Piero Gheddo 
reflects on his recent visit to a country he first visited in 1986. The commitment to the faith on the part of 
the Korean people is remarkable. 

Seoul, An Easter For The Record Books
by Piero Gheddo

Jungyang Cathedral – Jeonju – photo Kyushoku, [CC-BY-SA-3.0], wikimedia.org

The Roman Catholic Dioceses of 
South Korea – Map by Mintz0223, [CC-
BY-SA-3.0], wikimedia.org
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in the very active ecclesial movements, especially the Legion of 
Mary. Each year, we celebrate two or three rites of collective bap-
tism of adults: each time the baptized are 200, 300, or even more, 
after about a year of catechumenate; that’s not much, but we can’t 
allow any more time because of the many requests for religious 
instruction. Deeper formation in the faith is given after Baptism, 
and is the task of the ecclesial movements. Becoming Christian 
means entering into a group that draws you in deeply, gives you 
norms of behavior and effort, gives you prayers to say every day. 
When one enters the Church, one accepts everything. This is the 
Korean spirit: either you accept and commit yourself, or you don’t 
accept and go away.”

Fr. Paul continues: “In Korea, religion is something serious and 
demanding. It is true that there is the danger of formalism, but it 
is the entire culture of the people that is set up this way. Moreover, 
Christianity is the primary force that emphasizes the personal 
conscience and the freedom of the person. What are coming, in-
stead, are threats opposite to formalism: secularism and practical 
materialism, which draw people away from the religious spirit. 
South Korea is seeing prodigious economic development; the 
poverty of thirty years ago has disappeared: today for us there 
is the passage to abundance and even to wealth. We must 
react with a deeper and more personal Christian formation. 
We are overwhelmed by the wave of conversions, and we are 
asking the Christian world at least for the aid of prayer.”

At Easter of this year, on Sunday, April 8, in Korea and in 
the world of the missions, tens of thousands of catechumens 

again entered the Church. Never be pessimistic about the future 
of Christianity and of the Catholic Church. We of the Old Con-
tinent are going through a crisis in our faith, but in the young 
Churches, the action of the Holy Spirit is giving us an injection of 
hope and of Paschal joy.

Piero Gheddo is an Italian missionary known for his work as a mis-
sionary-journalist and for his stances against the war in Vietnam and 
against the anti-globalization. Ha proposto di boicottare le Olimpia-
di in Cina del 2008 per liberare il Myanmar . [2] Figlio di Giovanni 
Gheddo e Rosetta Franzi , e primo di tre fratelli, ha frequentato il 
seminario diocesano di Moncrivello , in provincia di Vercelli , poi è 
entrato nel Pontificio istituto missioni estere (PIME) nel 1945 ed è 
stato ordinato sacerdote nel 1953 . He entered the Pontifical Institute 
for Foreign Missions (PIME) in 1945 and was ordained priest in 
1953 . . Dal 1994 è direttore dell’Ufficio storico del PIME a Roma. 
Since 1994 he has been director of the Office of Historic PIME Rome. 

This is an edited version of the original article, published in Avenire 
Newspaper, www.avenire.it 04/19/2012

Jeondung Catholic Church in Jeonju  – photo – Mintz0223, {CC-BY-SA-3.0], wikimedia.org

South Korea (dark green) world location – map by Ksiom, wikimedia.org
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The seeds of faith first planted by Jesuit priests in the 1950’s in 
this Himalayan nation are finally beginning to emerge. In 1985, 
the country established diplomatic relations with the Vatican, 
which led to a relaxing of the restrictions placed upon foreigners, 
especially missionaries. Then, in 1991, a new constitution estab-
lished the right to religious freedom and expression. Up to this 
time, it was illegal to convert from one religion to another, an 
offense punishable by lengthy jail sentences. As recently as May 
2006, the government adopted measures that turned Nepal into 
a secular state. However, religious tensions do exist in the form 
of radical Hindu elements that wish to see a return of the anti-
conversion laws of pre-1991.Today, the vast majority of the popu-
lation is Hindu, with the remainder Buddhist. Carved into this 
ratio is the small, Catholic community. Missions Today offers you 
a glimpse into their world.

Kathmandu - Catholics in Nepal are growing, despite the anti-
conversion laws proposed in parliament. According to the latest 
estimates, there are over 10 thousand Catholics, 4 thousand more 
than in 2006, the year of the fall of the monarchy and the procla-
mation of a secular state. 

Many Hindus and Buddhists, eager to learn about Christianity 
attend Saturday mass. In some cases they now even match the 
number of Catholics in attendance. Enrolment in catechism class-
es for the years 2011 - 2012 have exceeded the places available. 
This is a challenge to conservative politicians who have recently 
proposed a series of laws in parliament to put a halt on conver-
sions. They dismiss any act of communicating one’s faith to an-
other person as proselytism and wish to impose a penalty of 5 
years in prison for doing so.

Bhim Rai, a catechist at the Catholic Cathedral of the Assump-
tion in Kathmandu, said that this year the number of young 
people and adults of other faiths has increased. “The students - he 
says - come from all social classes. Most of them are of Hindu tra-
dition, but there are many Buddhists. At Easter 2012, 25 young 
catechumens will be baptized.”

The Catholic Church in Nepal, however, is cautious regarding 
the phenomenon and verifies the authenticity of each request, 
without giving in to pressure from those who want a less rigid 
and more perfunctory acceptance.

To date, those wishing to convert must follow a catechism course 
of three years and minors need family consent in order to par-
ticipate. The Church considers proper formation to be vital in 
recognizing the seeds of faith and supporting those who are real 
converts to receive baptism.

Fr. Robin Rai, pastor of the Cathedral of Kathmandu, said that 
the Church accepts the conversion only if based on a free and 
informed decision. Those who seek baptism must first under-
stand its meaning. He adds “in order to operate in the country, 
Catholics must also abide by laws restricting proselytism and the 
ability to change beliefs.” Compliance with these rules is essential 
to avoid misunderstandings and maintain harmony with other 
religious groups.

Between 2007 and 2009, the Catholic community suffered sev-
eral attacks and threats from Hindu extremists. The worst were 
the May 23, 2009, attack on the cathedral in Kathmandu which 
killed three people, and the murder of Fr John Prakash, rector of 
the Salesian School Sirsya (Morang), killed by unknown assail-
ants in July 2007.

The Growing Catholic Presence in Nepal 
By Paul Coady

Mist covers a tea estate in southern Nepal photo – Naresh.limbu, 
[CC-BY-SA-3.0], wikimedia.org

Nepal within southern Asia – map -  wikimedia.org [CC-BY-SA-3.0]
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According to Fr. Rai, the situation has improved in recent years. 
The priests feel safer, although there are still cases of threats from 
Hindu fanatics. “I’m not scared - he says - I feel safe here and will 
continue to work for the Church.” An edited version, taken from a 
report by Kalpit Parajuli for AsiaNews 10/20/2012

Our next story is an example of the slow but steady growth of the 
Catholic faith in Nepal.

Parish ordains first Oraon priest
The country’s first tribal Oraon priest was ordained yesterday in 
Damak parish in a ceremony overseen by Apostolic Vicar Bishop 
Anthony Sharma and concelebrated by around two dozen priests.

Fr Promod Toppo was ordained at a ceremony in the Suryodaya 
High School complex, which also houses the Immaculate Con-
ception Church and the convent of the St Joseph of Cluny Sisters. 
Fr Toppo, 34, who was born in Damak, said he was grateful for 
the opportunity to serve the community in which he was raised.

“As a rule you are never posted in your birthplace, [but] I am not 
here to serve just my people. Jesus himself did not work only for 
the Jewish people but for all. So I will go out and preach and do 
His ministerial work.”

Damak is considered one of the oldest parishes in Nepal. Located 
near the country’s tea plantations and Bhutanese refugee camps, 
and just two hours from the Indian border, the parish has his-
torically been served by Indian missionaries that began arriving 
during the 1940s. The Oraon are an Adivasi tribe originally from 
India but which settled in Nepal generations ago.

Less than a dozen ethnic Nepalese priests serve in the country, 
where a total of 69 priests, including 36 Jesuits, are assigned. An 
edited version, taken from ucanews.com 04/12/2012

Country & Ministry Profile 
Nepal, previously the world’s only Hindu kingdom, is home to 
many diverse cultural groups including Muslims, Buddhists, and 
animists. Renowned as home of the towering Himalayas, it has 
two other distinct regions: a foothills region marked by swiftly 
flowing rivers, and a flat, fertile area in the south. It is bordered 
by India on three sides and by China to the north. Nepal is one 
of the poorest and least developed countries, opening the door 
to great physical and spiritual opportunity. Fewer than half of 
the adults are literate, and nearly half live below the poverty line. 
Child mortality is as high as 60% in some regions. 

Nepal moved to multi-party democracy in 1991, changing from 
an absolute to constitutional monarchy. Maoist rebels have 
sparked political unrest and violence across the country since 
1996, and this, along with the massacre of the royal family in 
2001 has led to the eventual retreat of the monarchy. Nepal is no 
longer an officially Hindu kingdom. Nepal is making slow prog-
ress towards constitutional government; the communists current-
ly hold the major power block. However the violence unleashed 
for the last 10 years has made it difficult to move quickly to peace.

Prior to 1990, believers were routinely imprisoned for having con-
verted or for evangelizing. Official persecution ended with the 
change in government, but pressure and restrictions continue in 
many areas, especially where the church is enjoying rapid growth. 
Churches are increasingly responding to our Lord’s commission 
and taking the Gospel to unreached groups. In fact Nepali peo-
ple, both inside and outside of Nepal, have declared: “Nepali peo-
ple—Missionary people!”  Source: SIM.org (Serving in Mission)

Mount Everest photo – wikimedia.org [CC-BY-SA-2.0]

Areas where the Oraon people live -  map by – Joshuaproject.net
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Society of Saint Peter the Apostle
It can be very cold on an Afri-
can June day since it is winter 
in the southern hemisphere.  
The little girls, dressed in 
white dresses with flowers in 
their hair, have been waiting 
along the roadside for quite 
some time.  They squirm with 
excitement and proudly hold 
their baskets of flower petals 
so that the bows and ribbons 
that decorate them flutter in 
the wind.  This is the Sunday 

that they have been preparing 
for with special hymns and 
dances.  Corpus Christi, the 
feast of the Body and Blood 
of Christ, has finally come !  
The church bells peal; drums 
are throbbing in the distance; 
voices are blended in song and 
the procession begins.  

Africa loves uniforms!  Boys 
and girls dressed in blue, ma-
roon, green, and grey school 
uniforms march in front of 
the Sacred Heart Society 
women resplendent in white, 
red and black.  The solemn 
Daughters of St. Anne in 
their blue uniforms walk with 
great dignity.  These are the 
strong women of the Church 
– mothers and grandmothers 
who support the faith in their families and friends.  Older 
men form the guard of honour and youngsters in traditional 
dress dance, play their drums and sing.  Altar servers, Sisters, 
Brothers, Seminarians, and Priests precede the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  Jesus is carried throughout the community with rever-
ence, joy and pride. People come out from their homes and 
businesses to join the adoration and singing.   The procession 
gets larger and larger and it stops for periods of special prayer 
at little altars the people have built along the road.  Every 
sense is involved in this explosion of praise – the singing, the 

dancing, the sweet aromas of incense and flowers, the colours, 
the feeling of brisk breezes and winter sun on the face move 
one’s heart and soul in prayer.

Everyone knows that this is the procession of the Catholics – 
“laseRoma” in Zulu.  It is a time to be proud of the faith, to 
publicly proclaim the mystery of the Eucharist and to stand 
up and be counted as a Christian.  

What a tremendous sign of hope this is !  We watch the young 
seminarians who participate in this event and know that they 
are following their call to the priesthood.  They will ensure 
the continuity of the Eucharist for us; they will provide the 

Body and Blood of Christ to 
our communities in the fu-
ture.  

The education and support of 
seminarians and novices, en-
sures that they are equipped 
with the knowledge, skills 
and dedication to live their 
vocation to the full.  The So-
ciety of St. Peter the Apostle 
does just this for those in 
need throughout the develop-
ing Catholic world.  It main-
tains and supports seminar-
ies, helps with the costs of 
living, and aids the provision 
of enthusiastic educators.  It  
provides libraries, books, and 
spiritual material. It is some-
times the one important life-
line that ensures that a semi-

narian becomes a priest. Thank you for helping us; every gift 
is appreciated.  

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus bless you for your generosity. 

Sister Christa Mary Jones CPS

Everyone knows that this is the  

procession of the Catholics – 

“laseRoma” 

in Zulu.  It is a time to be proud of the 

faith, to publicly proclaim the mystery 

of the Eucharist and to stand up and be 

counted as a Christian. 

Sister Christa Mary Jones 
CPS
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Across
3. The Missionaries of the Poor are known for 

their _____________ 
4. Acronym for Pontifical Institute for Foreign 

Missions 
6. This poor prophet had much to complain 

about 
9. Parish in Uganda PMS has assisted 
10. Capitol city of Uganda 
13. Capitol city of Taiwan 
15. Country celebrating 25th anniversary of 

country-wide HCA involvement 
19. Buddhism and this religion are the 

dominant groups in Laos 
20. Sacré Coeur Church is located in this 

Laotian province 
21. Asian country where the faith is 

blossoming 
26. Source country for Fr. McGivney mission 

project 
28. Province with the greatest Catholic 

concentration in Laos 
29. The missionary Oblates currently have 10 

working in this city 
30. ‘The __________ Catholic is not 

recognized in South Korea’ 
31. Founder of the Missionaries of the Poor 

Down
1. Latin form for “the way of light” 
2. Religious freedom is still an issue in this 

country 
5. First ordained priest comes from this Nep-

alese tribe 
7. “water- throwing” activity during the Bud-

dhist New Year Festival 
8. ‘I dreamed of acquiring ________ patience’ 
11. One of the oldest parishes in Nepal 
12. Capitol city of Nepal 
14. Famous mountain located in Nepal 
16. Marxist organization in Laos 
17. ‘I know that to forgive is to ___________’ 
18. ‘I dreamed of being a missionary with 

________ ________.’ 
22. Capitol city for this Caribbean island 

country 
23. Location for Fr. McGivney Catholic Acad-

emy 
24. “__________ serving with Christ on the 

cross” 
25. This country celebrated 22,000 baptisms 

during Easter 
27. African country where you can visit Sacred 

Heart of Jesus Church 

Have some fun with this puzzle while enjoying a glass of iced tea or other suitable  
beverage. Missions Today Crossword Solution on page 23

For a personal consultation, 
brochure or further  

information please call: 

416 699 7077  
-or-  

1 800 897 8865

Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith

(A Pontifical Mission Society) 
3329 Danforth Avenue, Toronto, 

Ontario M1L 4T3

416 699 7077 OR 1 800 897 8865
www.missionsocieties.ca

Annuity RAtes 
CuRRently offeRed
 Age  Male  Female
 70 5.13% 4.78%
 75 5.81% 5.37%
 80 6.75% 6.23%
 85 8.07% 7.52%
 90  9.91% 9.44%

Charitable 
Gift Annuities

A Gift to the  
Missions that also 

benefits You!

How?
•  Provides guaranteed  

income for life
•  Provides immediate and 

long term tax benefits
•  Supports the missions
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Holy Childhood Association
Sri Lanka Celebrates 25th Anniversary of Holy Childhood Involvement Country-wide

The Holy Childhood Association has existed for over 60 years 
in Sri Lanka, but was confined to just a few Catholic schools 
on the island. But in 1986, the Asian Regional Directors for 
the Holy Childhood made the decision to broaden the base of 
the movement in Sri Lanka.

Today, the Association is in every diocese in Sri Lanka with 
over 78,000 enrolled members! Many more are waiting to be 
enrolled. Like you, the children of Sri Lanka are learning to 
know, love and serve God while also praying and learning 
more about children around the world. Like you, the children 
of Sri Lanka help to raise funds to assist other children with 
needs even greater than theirs.

St. Anthony’s Convent School –  
Diocese of Kandy, Sri Lanka
This school, run by the Good Shepherd Sisters, houses and 
cares for approximately 200 underprivileged children each 
year and assists them with food, clothing and educational op-
portunities that for many of their families would be out of 
reach. All of the children under the age of 14 are members of 
the Holy Childhood Association. The Sisters also support 4 
other orphanages and schools in the diocese. Here are some 
of the students at work and play in the various institutions. 
Canada’s Holy Childhood Association has been a strong sup-
porter of their good work.

The staff and students of Mount Madonna Girls Home

Keeping everything neat and tidy in the garden

“During this Jubilee Year, let us help them (our children) to realize that they are Je-
sus’ missionaries. Let us also remember that together with them, we are also called to 
become missionaries and be the Salt of the Earth and the Light of the World.

Dear Children, realizing that Jesus needs all of you and that Jesus is inviting all of 
you to be His Missionaries, be very, very active Missionaries throughout this year!”

-Father Reginald Saparamadu, National Director, Holy Childhood Association.

Source: The Messenger Paper 01/29/2012, Pontifical Mission Societies, Colombo, Sri Lanka
The children at prayer

Happy to be at school

Sri Lanka in Asia
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Students’ Corner
Do you want to see your  class on this page? Send us your photo.Holy Childhood Association,  2219 Kennedy Road Toronto,  Ontario M1T 3G5

Meet our newest members!
Say, “Hi!” to Mrs. Karen Beverley and 
the grade 3 students of St. Dunstan 
Catholic School in Toronto, Ontario. 
I recently had the pleasure of visiting 
this lively group to welcome them 
into the Holy Childhood Association 
of Canada. We talked about mission 
and caring for those less fortunate. 
The children were amazed to hear 
just how big the Holy Childhood 
world family is! They became the 
first class in their school to join Holy 
Childhood and on their own raised 
over $165.00! More importantly, they 
are committed to learning as much as 
they can about Holy Childhood proj-
ects throughout the world. 

 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Elementary School in Oakville, 
Ontario has been a long-time member school of Holy Child-
hood.  This year, thanks to the leadership and initiative shown 
by Mrs. D’Ambrosio-Figliomeni’s grade 6 class, the HCA mes-
sage got out loud and clear! Using the season of Lent as the 
focus for the school’s HCA awareness and fund-raising drive, 
the students came up with the idea of daily announcements 
delivered in a radio format. HC40, was the name the students 
used for their ‘radio station’, with ‘40’ signifying the 40 days 
of Lent. The messages were a huge success as the school raised 
$3,554.29 for the benefit of children world-wide. Our Lady of 
Peace is a vibrant school with a clearly 
happy and positive atmosphere this 
visitor sensed after his visits this year.  

Bottom photo –  Daniel Cabraja, 
surrounded by his fellow classmates, 

stands ready to present the cheque. 
Mrs. M. D’Ambrosio-Figliomeni, 
Grade 6 teacher, led her class in 

coordinating the school’s  
fundraising efforts.  

Top photo - Nicholas Fiesser, John 
Wyeth, Emmett Serensits, Jordan 

Pavao, Lucas Azevedo lead the pro-
cession highlighting each class total 

funds raised

Oakville School gets the message out …
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“Most people, if they had really 
learned to look into their own 
hearts, would know that they 
do want, and want acutely, 
something that cannot be had 
in this world. There are all sorts 
of things in this world that offer 
to give it to you, but they never 
quite keep their promise.” 

(C.S. Lewis) 

I never should have visited Africa. I should have stayed at home 
blithely unaware of the lives being led by people far happier than 
we are, and with far fewer material advantages than us. I never 
should have visited ‘Mama Tembo’ in her corrugated shack of a 
house in Soweto, South Africa. A devout Catholic, Mama has 
raised five children of her own and now cares for three grand-
children. She continues to live in the same shack as she always 
has, making do with a small government handout and whatever 
revenue her children can earn by sell-
ing fruits and vegetables in Johannes-
burg. But because I went to Africa, 
and now have a basis of comparison 
with our lives in Canada, I see that 
Mama Tembo’s shack wasn’t a shack 
after all: it truly was a home.

There are plenty of new houses going up in my neighbourhood 
these days, and it all makes me rather uncomfortable. No, I am 
not against renewal and progress; all neighbourhoods need a 
good bit of sprucing up every generation or so. What concerns 
me is the utter, bombastic size of these “homes” that I see around 
me. There’s one around the corner that I first thought was built 
to accommodate a bed and breakfast style business. I hear there 
are seven bathrooms and six bedrooms going in. Must be a big 
family, I guessed, until I was informed that it is a couple with 
one child. One child!

I would love to know what Mama Tembo would think of that 
house. The great irony of it is that the monstrosity takes up so 
much lot space, there’s barely room for a postage stamp sized lawn 

in front. Even Mama has more room outside her home. 

What has brought about our compulsive need to have more? Cer-
tainly, the people I visited in Soweto would love to have ‘more’. 
But their definition of more is not ours. Their definition includes 
more than material improvement; it requires all things to be 
grounded in faith and family. Time and time again, when I in-
terview young people who have returned from a mission project, 
they speak of how the people they encountered taught them more 
about faith and God than they had ever experienced before. It 
cannot always be properly articulated, but it is there, underlying a 
fundamental change in their spiritual lives. 

I’m told that the monster needs two furnaces and two air-condi-
tioning units to keep things hot and cold when needed. Mean-
while, Mama Tembo deals with a corrugated iron roof that keeps 
things hot when you don’t need the heat and cold when you want 
it to be hot! But I still like her chances of keeping the idea of ‘fam-
ily’ inside her home. I am hopeful that the same can be said of my 
impending new neighbours, but not to the same degree.

Our society has decided that faith in 
anything not tangible is a wasted en-
deavour. Faith is placed in the mys-
terious ways of credit default swaps 
and brokerage houses. Faith is placed 
in improving the climate for business 

opportunities at the expense of local wishes. Faith is placed in the 
constant pursuit of more and better things. Like houses that can-
not be made into homes.

Pope Benedict is hoping and praying for a renewal of faith in the 
world, particularly in countries like Canada. My fear is that unless 
we begin to direct our efforts to relearning the active and present 
faith seen in the Gospels, then this papal initiative isn’t going to 
work. As Grandpa Martin Vanderhoff wisely said in the 1930’s 
movie, You Can’t Take It With You, “Maybe it’ll stop you trying 
to be so desperate about making more money than you can ever 
use. You can’t take it with you, Mr. Kirby. So what good is it? As 
near as I can see, the only thing you can take with you is the love 
of your friends.” I’m sure Mama Tembo couldn’t agree more.

Mission Conversations with the Editor

Missions Today is always interested in hearing from you. 
If you have any comments on the articles we have used; the new 
structure of the magazine; or anything you would like to see us 

explore in future issues, please get in touch with us!

Contact the Editor via email at: editor@missionsocieties.ca

Or write us at:  Editor - Missions Today Magazine

2219 Kennedy Road Toronto, 

Ontario M1T 3G5

“Simplicity is making the journey of this 

life with just baggage enough.” 

– Charles Dudley Warner

Have you visited our newly updated web-site yet?
www.missionsocieties.ca has a completely new look, with 

lots of new features, including: access to feature stories from 
our magazine, Missions Today, child activities and news 

from Holy Childhood, and direct links to World Mission TV 
(RomanCatholicTelevision) where you can find stories of mission 

work from across the globe in documentary formats complete 
with teacher/student guides and activities. Our new site also 

makes it easier to donate in a safe and secure way. Visit us today!
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Please remember in your prayers the recently deceased members 
of the Pontifical Mission Societies 

Ann Anhorn ................................................North York, ON

Margaret Balfour ................................................Vernon, BC

Caroline Carey .............................................Witless Bay, NL

Wayne Christopher .......................................... Toronto, ON

Peter Dewald ..................................................... Macklin, SK

John Dunphy ..............................................North York, ON

Genevieve Ethier .......................................Campbellton, NB

Vince Gaspar.....................................................Osoyoos, BC

Dennis Grace ................................................Edmonton, AB

Elizabeth Harvey ..............................................Ottawa, ON

Anna Hendriks ........................................... Ridgetown, ON

Alfons Hueging ................................................. Warren, MB

Cerita LeBlanc ............................................... McAdam, NB

Mary Leeney ................................................. Pembroke, ON

Gertrude MacIntyre ......................................Antigonish, NS

Earl Menard ...................................................... Dutton, ON

Mr. R. Nolewajka ................................................Virgil, ON

Angeline Papineau........................................Belle River, ON

Geertruida Poelman ......................................Cranbrook, BC

Nora Mary Rigo .............................................. Dundas, ON

Monica Sheppard ............................................. Dundas, ON

Ronald Snow ................................................... Ancaster, ON

Alfred Walsh ................................................... St. John’s, NL

Cynthia Wherley ...................................West Vancouver, BC

Warren White .................................................... Halifax, NS     

Nickolaus Pacholek ..................................Medicine Hat, AB

Heinz Presch ..............................................Salmon Arm, BC

Gerald Schell ......................................................Calgary, AB

Most Rev. Francis Spence .............................. Kingston, ON

Denise Sullivan ................................................ Toronto, ON

Antoni Szela .....................................................Kelowna, BC

John Tempel .....................................................Kelowna, BC

Agnes Tobin ...........................................St. Catherine’s, ON

Joseph Trepanier ...........................................Edmonton, AB

Leonard Waechter ........................................ Walkerton, ON

Henry Wlodarczyk ...........................................Duncan, BC

John Woods ......................................................Ottawa, ON

In Remembrance 
Our Deceased Donors
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Missions Today Crossword Solution
 Fall 2011 (from page 19)



If you would learn more, ask the cattle,
seek information from the birds of the air.
The creeping things of earth will give you lessons, 
and the fishes of the sea will tell you all.
There is not one such creature but will know
this state of things is all of God’s own making.
He holds in his power the soul of every living thing, 
and the breath of each one’s body.

    - Job 12: 7-8

If you would learn more, ask the cattle,
seek information from the birds of the air.
The creeping things of earth will give you lessons, 
and the fishes of the sea will tell you all.
There is not one such creature but will know
this state of things is all of God’s own making.
He holds in his power the soul of every living thing, 
and the breath of each one’s body.

    - Job 12: 7-8
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