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October is mission month 
throughout the universal Chu-
rch. Pope Benedict in his mes-
sage for this year’s World Mis-
sion Sunday reminded each of 
us of our missionary mandate 
to make Jesus visible and con-
tinue to pray for and financially 
support the missionary work of 
the Church.  In his message he 
referred to us as signs of hope 

through our proclamation of the gospel to our brothers and sisters 
throughout the world.

“Mission: It’s ours to do” is this year’s theme for World Mission 
Sunday. This issue of Missions Today shares how you, our bene-
factors, have enabled the work of mission throughout the world.  
An overview of the projects of the past year is provided for you.  
On behalf of our missionaries and all they serve please accept my 
heartfelt thanks.  Certainly you are engaged in the important 
missionary work of the Church.    It is my hope that once you pe-
ruse the financial report you will be encouraged by the difference 
you have truly made to so many in our world.  Please share your 
missionary commitment with others.  By doing so, you adopt the 
model employed by the foundress of the Society of the Propaga-
tion of the Faith, Venerable Pauline Jaricot nearly 200 hundred 
years ago. It would appear that Pauline’s spirit is with us.  The 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith is present in some 120 
countries throughout the world today.  Please continue to pray for 
her cause for sainthood.

Ironically, Pauline’s model of reaching out to others one person at 
a time appeared to be utilized, albeit not consciously, by Timothy 
Keslick, who help found the Youth Ministry program at Brebeuf 
College School in Toronto.  Timothy’s story is an amazing one 
full of faith and hope – a must read from a youth, about youth 
who will form and shape the future of our Church.

This past ‘Year of the Priest’ has supported the huge success of our 
chalice program.  Two letters of profound gratitude for chalices 
received by Fathers Paul Mwanyalila and Gaspar Mwangoka have 
been included in this issue.  Also profiled is the missionary nature 
of the Church in Africa specifically in Burkina Faso, Mozam-

Missionary Prayer Intentions
September: For the End of War – May believers open their 
hearts to love in an effort to put an end to war and conflict in 
the world. 

bique, Cameroon,  Benin, which is celebrating 150 years of evan-
gelization and the Democratic Republic of the Congo celebrating 
100 years of the same.

Uganda, a country embattled with political strife and the AIDS 
pandemic is this issue’s featured country.  Missions Today explores 
how the Church has made a difference in this mission country.

‘Across the Globe’ profiles the missionary work of Indian Jesuits 
in Afghanistan, the Middle East synod that focused on assisting 
Christians to witness their faith in a Muslim world, the impor-
tance of one’s community in Micronesia, and a different kind of 
pilgrimage in Cambodia.

Fr. Lui’s regular feature speaks to the missionary spirit in the 
younger churches being very much alive and the generosity of 
young men and women prepared to give their lives to the service 
of the Church.  

Lest we forget the Holy Childhood Association and its important 
work, an overview of its presence and rich history in Canada can 
be found in this edition.

In closing, I would like to bring to your attention our refreshed 
website.  It tells the mission story in a variety of ways; but of par-
ticular interest is our collaboration with World Mission TV. Here 
you will find valuable information for parish catechists, teachers 
and you, our readers.

Thank you to our readers who took time to provide us with feed-
back on our magazine’s “new look”.  It was positive, explicit and 
most helpful to us.

October 24th is World Mission Sunday; please continue to pray 
for the missions and share with your characteristic generosity. In 
your own way continue the work of “Mission: It’s ours to do”.

Wishing each of you God’s abundant blessings,

Mrs. Marie Deans 
National Director

October: For the Celebration of World Mission Day – 
That the celebration of World Mission Day may foster a passion 
for evangelization and a willingness to support the missions with 
prayer and financial support for the poorest Churches. 

National Director’s Message
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Letters from Abroad
Society of St. Peter Chalice Program in action

Sent: Monday, May 03, 2010 6:09 PM
To: nat.director@missionsocieties.ca
Subject: Thanks for Chalice

Dear Mrs. Marie Deans,

I am Fr. Gaspar Mwangoka a friend of Fr. Elias Peter Kingamkono, the director of 
missionary societies in Tanzania. I and my parishioners from the bottom of our hearts 
we thank you for the gift of the Chalice we received through Fr.Elias. I am working as 
the Parish priest of St. James parish at Makongolosi in the Diocese of Mbeya. I am also 
working as the director for youth ministry of the diocese. You have helped us so much 
because our parish financial capacity could not allow us to buy the Chalice even if is one 
of our greatest needs. Thanks a lot. We always mention you in our prayers.

Find the photo attached. 

May the Almighty God Bless You

Fr. Gaspar Mwangoka

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:49 AM
To: Marie Deans; Elias Kingamkono
Subject: RE: CHALICE

Dear Mrs. Marie Deans

Greetings from Tanzania, I am sending you some photos taken with Rev.Fr. Paul 
Mwanyalila a Parish priest of St. Mathias Mulumba Parish-Kyela when receiving a 
chalice offered by PMS Canada to the church of Tanzania.

He was very happy. He used it during the Easter Celebration Mass as you can see in 
the photograph.

He and his assistant parish priest were very happy for that, and they told me to pass 
their heartfelt thanks to you.

Thank you again and may God bless you and your staff members.

I will always remember you in my prayers along with all the benefactors.

Sincerely in Christ

Fr. Elias Kingamkono

National Director

The Society of Saint Peter Chalice Program
Thank You Canada from your priestly brothers in Africa

In the May/June 2009 issue of Missions Today, Father Lui Santi 
cpps, National Director for the Society of St. Peter, appealed to 
Canadians to support the Chalice Program. This appeal turns 
your financial donation into new chalices that are then given free 
of charge to priests throughout the world who lack this essen-
tial element for Liturgy. The two emails displayed below were 

recently received by Mrs. Marie Deans, Canada’s National Direc-
tor for PMS. Each briefly conveys the profound gratitude felt by 
two African priests at receiving this precious gift. The pictures 
themselves tell the story of how your donation to this program 
truly makes a difference half-way around the world.

Rev. Fr.Paul Mywanyalila, Tanzania  
receiving his Canadian donated chalice.
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Thank You from Quilon Diocese, Kerala, India

STANLEY ROMAN
BISHOP OF QUILON

Mannar - St Sebastian Church. Blessing of the church 
by Rct:Rev: Msgr Stanley Roman Bishop of Quilon

April 19, 2010

Dear Mrs. Marie Deans:

Completion Report

Mannar, St. Sebastian’s Chapel

We are happy to report that the church at Mannar has been completed. The Church was blessed in January, 2009.

The project was completed in a timely manner due to strong financial support of the local parishioners and the amount 
your agency gave to the project which was $12,000.00 (U.S.)

We have enclosed some pictures of the blessing ceremony.

Interim Report

Funds are being utilized for St. Sebastian’s Church, Chemmakad

The church at Chemmakad is in the completion process. Construction has been done up to the roof level and the remain-
ing work is progressing as planned and the schedule is being strictly maintained.

Two photos of the church under construction are enclosed.

A detailed report will be forwarded when the project is completed. The amount for this project from your agency has been 
$30,000.00 (U.S.). This amount has been completely utilized. 

The construction is progressing as well thanks to the additional local contribution of the parishioners as well as generous 
people from the nearby locality belonging to other faiths, including, Hindus, Muslims and non-Catholics.

Bishop Stanley Roman was born on June 4, in Akkara, a village in the Kollam district of Kerala. After his primary 
education, he joined St. Raphael’s Minor Seminary at Kollam, for his priestly studies and simultaneously completed his 
schooling from St. Aloysius School, Kollam. In 1959 he joined St. Joseph’s Pontifical Seminary. After two years study-
ing Philosophy, he was chosen to pursue his priestly studies in Rome at the Pontifical Urban University, Rome. Here he 
secured his Master Degree in Philosophy and Theology. He was ordained a priest at St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome in 1966. 
He was ordained Bishop of Quilon on Dec. 16, 2001. 

Thanking you,

 
Yours in Jesus and Mary

St Sebastian Church Chemmakad under construction
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Uganda is a Christian country with a Catholic majority and a 
flourishing indigenous Church. Bishop Matthias Ssekamanya of 
Lugazi, President of the Uganda Episcopal Conference, was re-
cently in Rome as part of the Conference’s ad limina visit to the 
Holy Father. In an interview with L’Osservatore Romano, Bishop 
Ssekamanya described in detail some of the challenges facing the 
Church in Uganda. These include the role of lay people in the 
community, the efforts made to restore peace to the country and 
the commitment in the fight against poverty and the spread of 
AIDS. The following is an edited version of that interview as con-
ducted by Nicola Gori of L’Osservatore Romano, 03/10/2010. 

The Ugandan people have been living through a par-
ticularly turbulent period because of fratricidal wars 
and the spread of AIDS. On what resources has the 
Church been able to draw to support the country in its 
efforts to get the better of this situation?

A fundamental aid to the forces of the Catholic Church and 
Christianity in general should be attributed to the activity of the 
first missionaries. While they proclaimed the word they taught 
people to read and write, thereby bringing a message of brother-
hood and hope. The people accordingly associated Christianity 
with positive messages and with education, seen as an opportu-
nity for development. Moreover catechists were also trained to be 
teachers. And health-care assistance also arrived with Christian-
ity. In addition, the missionaries provided other social services to 
demonstrate their attention for the poor. Once the seed of faith 
had been sown, it was passed on to the successive generations 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s action in the 
conversion of our people.

Do committed lay people play a lead role in the Church 
in Uganda?

Catechists are in the front line where priests are scarce and above 
all lay people share the government of the Church in the pastoral, 
diocesan and parish councils and in the basic Christian commu-
nities. In particular, they serve as a strong arm of administration 
and the Church has encouraged them to make use of their profes-
sion to play an active role in society. The advancement of the fam-
ily, for example, is directly linked to the participation of lay people 
in the life of the Church.

How do you combat poverty?

We are very active with formation courses in sustainable farming 
and with local business activities in 19 dioceses in the country that 
aim to increase the food production of families.

There is talk of the so-called Ugandan “model” to counter 
the spread of AIDS. What is the actual situation?

In 1995 the Episcopal Conference set up “HIV/AIDS Focal 
Point” to help people. Much has been done to educate the popula-
tion but the high number of newly infected is worrying. The most 
recent survey on the manner of its transmission shows that there 
are more than a hundred thousand new infections every year. Af-
ter a preliminary phase from 1980 to 1992, during which it spread 
rapidly, at a rate of more than 18 per cent, and then a phase in 
which the percentage fell to 6.4 per cent between 1992 and 2002, 
we are now in a phase of stabilization with threats of another in-
crease on the horizon.

Focus on: Uganda
A Developing Church Committed to Peace

Map Flag of Uganda 
map by - Darwinek, wikimedia.org  

Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral  Lugazi Diocese - Kampala
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What practical projects address this problem?

In recent years … we have seen the implementation of the global 
Fund to combat AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. Uganda has 
benefited from it and “Focal Point” has worked tirelessly to help 
the dioceses and the other Church institutions to gain autono-
mous access to these resources, through the sharing of informa-
tion and funding. It is disturbing to have discovered that some of 
the sums allocated have not been used correctly, due to the high 
level of corruption throughout the country.

But positive aspects have not been lacking?

Networks of collaboration have been built up which … have 
made it possible to improve coordination and to increase the vis-
ibility of Catholic services for AIDS. Proof of this is the increased 
representation of the diocesan staff of “Focal Point” in the district 
Commissions for the fight against AIDS.  Although treatment 
to prevent this disease has become more accessible in the past six 
years, the Church and other partners have had to do far more 
to prevent new cases of contagion. Ten dioceses have had access 
to funding for this purpose, in order to extend the coverage and 
range of services offered.

Let us now come to reconciliation with the rebels of the 
“Lord’s Resistance Army” who have battled against the 
Government for more than 20 years.

The conflict in the country’s North-Eastern regions has caused 
untold harm in terms of human lives. The Church has contrib-
uted to the efforts for peace in the region and for the end of the 
war that began in 1986. The Bishops are concerned by the loss of 
so many human lives, by the mutilation and disfigurement of so 
many people, the disappearance of small, innocent children, the 
destruction of property and the consequent poverty. The national 
conscience cannot but feel shame for all this. In 2007 the Uganda 
Joint Christian Council (UJCC), the ecumenical organization 
that gathers Catholics, Anglicans and Orthodox, published the 
joint document: “A Frame for Dialogue. On Reconciliation and 
Peace in Northern Uganda”. Three consultative meetings have 
been held in Lira. Taking part in them were members of parlia-
ment, government officials and the religious leaders who prepared 
the peace talks of Juba in 2006 to put an end to the war, even 
though, as everyone knows, trouble spots are still smoldering.

What has the Church done about this?

She has been in constant contact with the traditional Acholi, 
Karamajong, Lango and Iteso chiefs to urge them to use their 

influence to halt the rebels’ activity. The Bishops have visited the 
region and have appealed to donors to guarantee humanitarian 
assistance for the population. Various dioceses have sent food and 
prayers have been raised throughout the country imploring God 
to put an end to this scourge. In 2009 the UJCC and other bodies 
organized a conference on the theme of reconciliation, justice and 
sustainable peace.

You mentioned the “Uganda Joint Christian Council”. 
Can you describe its relationship with the other Chris-
tian Churches and communities?

They are good. The UJCC was set up in 1963 and the Catho-
lic, Anglican and Orthodox Churches belong to it. Together, the 
members of these Churches account for 75 per cent of the popu-
lation. Founded at a time of strong tension between the Chris-
tian Churches in Uganda, it aims to deepen their friendship, to 
promote ecumenism and Christian unity and to analyze ques-
tions of common interest, such as democracy, peace, health care, 
education, the equal dignity of men and women and social and 
economic justice. On the other hand, we have no formal relations 
with the Evangelical Churches which, however, have recently 
asked to join the UJCC.

What is the present situation regarding Christian-Is-
lamic dialogue?

The Interreligious Council of Uganda (IRCU) was established in 
the year 2000 for Christians and Muslims. IRCU has initiated 
various programmes in the areas of the fight against AIDS and 
of peace, human rights, good government, communications and 
public information. All of these efforts have the approval of the 
Catholic Church.

And what about the dialogue with the Traditional 
African Religions?

The Church seeks to maintain good relations through her Com-
mission for Interreligious Dialogue. The positive values of the 
Traditional African Religions are not rejected but rather are used 
to further the inculturation of Christianity in Uganda. 

The Rt. Matthias Ssekamanya was born on 15 Oct.1936 in what 
was then known as Kampala Archdiocese, now Kasana-Luweero. 
He was ordained in 1965 at Lubaga Cathedral. He was appointed 
Auxiliary Bishop of Kampala Archdiocese on 30th March, 1985 
and consecrated on 2nd June, 1985 at Namugongo. In Nov. 1996 
he was appointed First Bishop of Lugazi. Source: Uganda Episco-
pal Conference at www.uecon.org.
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Uganda: Facts and Figures
By Jean-Marie Nsambu, Leadership Magazine

The official name of this nation is the Republic of Uganda. 
During colonial times when British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill visited the territory which today is known as the Re-
public of Uganda, he described it as “The Pearl of Africa”.    

Location

That description refers to the natural resources of Uganda, which 
include, but are not limited to mountains, green hills, bodies of 
fresh water, and forests, thousands of bird and animal species and 
largely picturesque countryside sceneries. Uganda, which spreads 
astride the Equator, thrives on generally fertile soils, with often 
regular rainfall in the seasons of March – May and September – 
November, except that lately, these have largely been affected by 
the global Climate Change.

The country has mineral deposits of copper, cobalt, limestone, 
phosphate, and most recently, oil which has been discovered in 
the district of Hoima. Uganda has several inland lakes, rivers and 
swamps. About 12% of the country is land for national parks and 
game reserves. Forests are close to 70%, including woodland and 
grassland.

Agriculture is the main trade of the people of Uganda employing 
over 80% of the work force. The most common crops in Uganda 
are coffee, cotton, beans, maize, sweet potatoes and bananas.

People and Religion

Uganda is a patchwork of ethnic groups. The 1995 Constitution 
of the Republic of Uganda provides for 56 indigenous communi-
ties, each of which speaks a unique language. English is, however, 

the country’s official language, while Luganda and Swahili are 
commonly used in day-to-day business, even though the two lan-
guages are neither national nor official. In 2006, it was estimated 
that there were approximately 28 million Ugandans in the coun-
try. Kampala City alone has a population of 1.2 million people. 
The majority of Ugandans are African, with a few people of Asian 
or European descent.

There are indeed several religious denominations in Uganda. Is-
lam was the first of the exogenous religions to be brought into 
Uganda, when Arab traders moved inland from their enclaves 
along the Indian Ocean coast of East Africa and reached the inte-
rior of Uganda in the 1830s. Christianity was introduced through 
the Buganda Region in the colonial times via the Protestant Ban-
gerezza (“the British”), who came a little earlier, and the Catho-
lic Bafaransa (“the French”), who followed on the heels of the for-
mer. Protestant missionaries entered the country in 1877, followed 
by Catholic missionaries in 1879. In the early 1930s a breakaway 
group of Anglican missionaries together with several Ugandans 
initiated the Balokole (“Born Again/Pentecostals”) revival, which 
today has several different Pentecostal and Evangelical churches 
in and around the country. At 66% of the population, Christian-
ity numbers highest, with Catholics accounting for over 42% of 
all the population, according to the latest Census taken in 2002. 
Muslims make up 16%, while people following traditional and 
other beliefs are about 18%.

On Lake Victoria  photo - Damiano Luchetti, wikimedia.org
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Burkina Faso/Niger:

The African Church, founded by the efforts of missionar-
ies, is becoming increasingly more missionary (sic), sending 
its own priests, missionaries, and religious to other parts of 
the world. “Our church is preparing to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the Major Seminary of Koumi in Bobo-Dio-
ulasso,” says Fr. Oscar Zoungrana, National Director of the 
PMS in Burkina Faso and Niger

“ We have great hope not only in a great number of priests, 
but also in the quality of the priests” says Fr. Zoungrana. 

“The missionary dimension is very present in our Church. 
Since the centenary of the evangelization of the country, 
which we celebrated in 2000, the Bishops’ Conference has 
(sent) priests to other countries each year. We have gained a 
rich missionary experience in just a few years. We have sent 
priests to other parts of Africa, such as Chad and Algeria, 
and to other continents. We even have several “Fidei Do-
num” priests in France,” concluded Fr. Zoungrana. 

Mozambique:

Even in Mozambique, a country still in recovery from a trag-
ic civil war that lasted two decades (1975-1992), the Church 

is becoming increasingly more mission-centric. Fr. Atanasio 
Amisse Canira, National Director of Mozambique’s PMS de-
scribes this new focus on mission outreach: “… many priestly 
and religious congregations that began in Mozambique now 
work abroad. Even several diocesan priests do missionary 
experiences in other countries. There are Mozambican mis-
sionaries operating in Brazil, Portugal, Spain, and Ecuador. 
Finally, the fact that Mozambican priests attend Pontifical 
Universities in Rome helps to instill in our ecclesial com-
munity a sense of the Universal Church.” An edited version, 
taken from Agenzia Fides 05/20/2010.

Cameroon: 

Fr. Gaspard Menga Nka, National Director of PMS in Cam-
eroon was recently interviewed by Agenzia Fides. He began 
by making reference to the impact of Pope Benedict XVI’s 
visit to Cameroon in 2009, stating that it “has led to reaf-
firmation and strengthening of the good relations between 
the Church and the State and showed the face of a Catholic 
community that is very active and growing,”

“The growth of the Catholic Church in Cameroon is dem-
onstrated by the increased number of dioceses (now at 24). 
Of the 24 bishops, 21 are Cameroonian… The Church has a 
strong sense of the duty of the mission. From the bishops to 
the individual faithful, everyone is personally committed to 
spreading the Good News to the world. This is also reflected 
by the donations and offerings to the PMS. In Cameroon, 
there are still several foreign missionaries, but at the same 
time, there are also Cameroonian priests who are sent on 
missions. … Moreover, the Churches of the central African 
sub-region have embarked on a fruitful missionary collabo-
ration. In this context, Cameroon diocesan priests carry out 
their mission in Chad and Gabon.”  

“The Catholic Church also carries out a meritorious labor in 
human development, especially through the extensive net-
work of Catholic schools. The Catholic school is very ap-
preciated in Cameroon, because of the quality of education 
offered. In the north, many Muslim children attend Catholic 
schools and activities at the Catholic parish, with respect for 
their religion.” 

“In May, Cameroon celebrated its 50th anniversary of inde-
pendence. For the Catholic Church, it has been an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the collaboration between Church and 
State and the progress made in this period.” An edited version, 
taken from Agenzia Fides 06/08/2010.

The “Increasingly Missionary Character of the African Church”
Snapshots from three nations:

Catholicism in Africa                  

LEGEND

90% PLUS

75 – 89.99% PLUS

60 – 74.99% PLUS

45 – 59.99% PLUS

30 – 44.99% PLUS

15 – 29.99% PLUS

0.1 – 14.99% PLUS

LESS THAN 0.1%
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Across the Globe

  AFGHANISTAN - Indian Jesuits remain in the  
country in spite of dangers

Kabul – A group of Indian Jesuits and their lay collaborators, 
who constitute the largest Catholic group in the country, have 
decided not only to stay in Afghanistan, but also to extend 
their pastoral and social programs. 

In contrast, the Indian government has suspended several projects 
it has recently undertaken in the country. Even many non-govern-
mental organizations in India have abandoned Kabul following 
recent attacks in the capital and other areas of the country that 
target people of Indian nationality. Lacking the basic conditions 
of security, the New Delhi government has decided to abandon 
their commitment and direct involvement in the task of rebuild-
ing Afghanistan. “I am convinced that the Holy Spirit strength-
ens and leads our brothers in their difficult mission,” said Fr. Ed-
ward Mudavassery SJ, responsible for over 4,000 Jesuits presently 
working in South Asia, including those in Afghanistan. “The 
Jesuits are well aware of the insecurity that reigns in the coun-
try, but all have voluntarily decided to remain and to continue to 
perform their social works and educational services, which make 
an important contribution to the good of the nation.” An edited 
version, taken from (Agenzia Fides 04/30/2010)

   MICRONESIA - On the Island of Pohnpei: Academics 
combined with Public Service

Pohnpei (Agenzia Fides) - For many years Mercedarian Mis-
sionary Sisters of Bérriz have borne witness to Christ among 
the young people on the small Island of Pohnpei, in Micro-

nesia. In 2009 the Sisters opened a school, Nuestra Señora de 
la Merced which today is an Academic Centre for students in 
preparation for university. It offers courses with a profoundly 
Catholic spirit. Students study theology, take part in retreats 
and liturgical celebrations and perform community services: 
40 hours for first and second year students and 50 hours for 
3rd, 4th and 5th year students. This service can take a vari-
ety of forms: acting as support teachers for pupils at Pohnpei 
Catholic elementary school, caring for bedridden elderly and 
sick people, visiting prisons and praying with the prisoners, 
helping in parishes, and even sweeping the streets. The stu-
dents are enthusiastic about this service and hope to eventually 
serve all over the island. An edited version, taken from Agenzia 
Fides, 06//24/2010.

  Bicycle pilgrimage enriches Cambodian Catholics
A group of 40 young people from the Kampong Cham Dio-
cese has completed a three day bicycle pilgrimage from the 
parish of Koh Roka to Kdol Leu.

Led by Father Ivan Campaña, parish priest of Kdol Leu, their 
55 km route enabled them to pass through their home diocese 
and visit the Phum Thmey community along the way.

While they traveled, the young pilgrims were asked to make 
a conscious effort to meditate on their lives, struggles, beliefs 
and relationship with God, drawing inspiration from the life 
of Saint Jean Marie Vianney.
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 “I am tired but I learnt a lot about team spirit, and I thought a 
lot about Christ and the works of God, and especially about Saint 
Jean Marie Vianney,” said Kan Vanna, a 21-year-old student from 
Thbong Khmum High School, at the end of the pilgrimage.

“I learnt a lot about our communities in Kampong Cham and 
I understand more about the importance of solidarity,” added 
Phan Rithy, a Stung Trung High School student who also said 
he made at least 20 new friends in the cycling group and in 
the villages they visited. An edited version taken from UCAN 
on-line news service, Khan Sophirom,) 5/27/2010 

   DEMOCRATIC REBUBLIC OF THE CONGO - 100th 
Anniversary of Evangelization in Katanga Province

Lubumbashi - On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of 
the evangelization of the Province of Katanga in southeast-
ern DRC, local authorities have decided to dedicate a road in 
Lubumbashi, the provincial capital, to Jean-Félix Hemptine, 
the first bishop of the city. 

Fr. Jean Hemptine-Félix, a Benedictine monk from the Ab-
bey of Saint-André-lez-Bruges in Belgium, arrived in 1910 in 
Elizabethville, now Lubumbashi, along with his fellow broth-
ers. He later became Vicar Apostolic, then Apostolic Prefect, 
and was finally consecrated bishop. He died in 1958, leaving 
the memory of a dynamic Bishop. 

The richness of the faith brought by missionaries is evidenced 
by the activities of pastoral agents working in the area: from 
Salesian Missionaries to Benedictines, from diocesan priests to 
catechists.  Currently are 120 diocesan priests present in the 
diocese or on missions abroad. They are few, considering that 
they must serve 68 parishes and other communities. 

Diocesan priests are joined by Benedictines, Salesians, Mis-
sionaries of Africa, the Spiritans and the Sons of the Incar-
nation. To mark the centenary, every parish is organizing a 
Triduum of prayer and reflection on the feast of their patron 
saint.. An edited version, taken from Catholic Information Ser-
vice for Africa 05/28/2010.

  150th Anniversary of Evangelization in Benin
 Jubilee Year celebrations marking the 150th anniversary of the 
evangelization of Benin began with a Mass celebrated Sunday, 
April 18 in Agoue. It was chosen because “Agoue was one of 
the first places reached by the Fathers of the Society of African 
Missions,” stated Fr. Jean-Marie Guillaume, Vicar General of 
the SMA, The SMA Missionaries began the evangelization of 
the country between 1860 and 1861. 

The theme of the jubilee year is “Christian, Witness to Your Hope.” 

“The local bishops have decided to hold a year of celebra-
tions … to ensure that the Church of Benin will take charge 
of its development and will increasingly become a missionary 
Church,” says Fr. Guillaime. “Already today there are mission-
aries from Benin in Morocco, where there is a large commu-
nity of students from French-speaking West Africa. Moreover, 
the local bishops are promoting the movement of priests from 
the south to the north of Benin, where environmental condi-
tions are more difficult.” An edited version, taken from (Agenzia 
Fides 04/21/2010)

Benin, formerly known as Dahomey, has a Catholic population 
of 1.7 million people representing 23% of the total population 
in this French-speaking country. Source: statemaster.com 

   Middle East synod to help Christians witness in 
Muslim countries

Missions Today reported on the crisis facing the Christian 
Churches in the Middle East, particularly Iraq, in the January/
February 2010 Issue. We continue to monitor this on-going story.

Vatican City - Meetings between Middle Eastern patriarchs 
and Vatican prefects held at the Holy See in April led to the 
completion of a draft working document for the coming Mid-
dle East Synod. The group foresees the October assembly as a 
vehicle that will strengthen Christians, revive communion be-
tween the Churches of the region, and give guidance to Chris-
tians on how to evangelize in Muslim-majority countries. The 
synod will be held at the Vatican from October 10-24.

Organizers called the assembly “a valuable opportunity to also 
examine the religious and social situation, to give Christians a 
clear vision of how to be active witnesses of Christ in the con-
text of Muslim-majority society.”

It will also provide a forum to reflect on the present situation, 
which the pre-synod council acknowledges is “not easy due to 
conflicts and instability which causes the exodus of the popu-
lation, including many Christians.”

The pre-synod meetings concluded with a prayer for the as-
sembly and the entire Church in the Middle East, which 
“despite the difficulties of the present time, relying on divine 
providence, remains confident of a future of peace, justice and 
respectful collaboration with followers of Judaism and Islam, 
for the good of all inhabitants of the region.” An edited version, 
taken from CNA/EWTN News 05/04/2010.
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ECUADOR
Contributions from English Canada US $130,000.00

PROJECTS

These funds will allow 1 diocese in Ecuador to:
	 •	 construction of 1 church, 1 chapel, 1 rectory 
	 •	  provide formation and training for catechists and parish leaders 

TANZANIA 
Contributions from English Canada US $998,816.00

PROJECTS

Our funds will support 7 dioceses:
	 •	 construction of 10 churches, 2 chapels 
	 •	 construction of 7 convents, 7 rectories 
	 •	 completion of a church 
	 •	  renovation of 3 churches, 3 convents, 2 rectories 

and the formation centre for catechists 
	 •	 roof repair to a church 
	 •	 provide formation and training for catechists 
	 •	  support for religious education in secondary schools and colleges 
	 •	  purchase of audio visual materials for the training of teachers 
	 •	  installation of a radio station 
	 •	 provide water and electricity to a convent 
	 •	 completion of a convent addition construction 
	 •	  construction of 4 water storage tanks and the digging of a water well 

THAILAND
Contributions from English Canada US $699,260.09

PROJECTS

Together with the local church in Thailand, we will assist 10 dioceses:
	 •	 construct 1 convent, 7 churches, 1 chapel 
	 •	 provide heat for a community catechetical centre 
	 •	 reconstruct 3 churches and complete another 
	 •	 purchase 2 cars for pastoral work 
	 •	  provide formation and training in 10 centres for catechists, parish leaders 
	 •	 meet various mission pastoral needs 

World Mission Sunday collections are sent to the National Office of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, Toronto, ON.

Every year in May national directors from around the world meet in Rome to approve projects 
submitted for financial assistance.  Specific projects are allocated to specific countries for 
financial support.  The money is sent directly from the National Office to the country of the 
approved project.  The money is not sent to Rome.

CCCB PASTORAL FUND 
Contribution from English Canada – US $233,750.00
The CCCB Pastoral Mission Fund helps mission countries on all continents with grants, 
primarily in programs for faith development, missionary formation and catechetical training.
ALL our World Mission Sunday materials are available on our website. This will make it easier for 
those who wish to copy directly on to bulletins, etc. The documents will be downloaded in Word 
format, including the notes for children and those for youth.
Our website is at www.missionsocieties.ca Items of missionary interest are available there,  
and links are given to related sites. e.g. www.vatican.va / www.fides.org

Could you follow a MONTHLY GIVING PLAN?
An easy way to help the missions is to preauthorize a monthly payment plan for 
them.  To join this plan complete, sign and send us either Form A or Form B.  You can 
change your mind, or the amount to be given, at any time by sending us a note.

How Your World Mission Sunday  
Collection in Canada  

Was Distributed in 2009.

We can help because of your generosity 
Thank you and may God bless you abundantly

Monthly Giving Plan – Form A - Bank
FORM A – BANK 

Yes, I hereby authorize the Society for the Propagation of the Faith  for Canada, 
English Sector to draw on my account # on the  
day of each month for the amount of $ .

NAME:

YOUR OFFICIAL SIGNATURE:

ADDRESS: 

CITY: PROVINCE: POSTAL CODE: 

A blank cheque marked VOID is attached

Once a year in December we shall send you an official income tax receipt.

ECUADOR

TANZANIA
THAILAND
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INDIA 
Contributions from English Canada US $1,634,604.00

PROJECTS

We again join 16 India dioceses to fund the:
	 •	  provide formation and training in 16 centres for catechists, parish 

leaders and pastoral programs 
	 •	 completion of 2 formation houses for sisters 
	 •	  construction of 26 churches, 15 chapels, 4 convents, 12 rectories, 2 

Pastoral centres 
	 •	  support for mission programs in a diocese and radio 

communication 
	 •	  purchase of audio visual equipment for training courses for religion 

teachers and catechists 
	 •	 renovation of 3 churches, 6 rectories 
	 •	 purchase of a motorcycle for pastoral work, transportation 
	 •	 publication of a book of hymns 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Contributions from English Canada US $673,336.00

PROJECTS

Our funds will assist 7 dioceses:
	 •	 purchase audio visual materials for religious education 
	 •	  provide formation and training for catechists, parish leaders and 

pastoral programs in 7 centres 
	 •	  purchase of a radio transmitter for communication to remote 

missions 
	 •	 construction of 1 church, 4 chapels 
	 •	  completion of a noviciate for sisters and residence for religious 

brothers 
	 •	  renovation of 10 churches, 5 rectories and a conference centre for a 

diocese 
	 •	 purchase of 2 vehicles for pastoral work, transportation 
	 •	 purchase of a motor boat for travel to remote mission areas 
	 •	 installation of solar energy for 5 missions 

World Mission Sunday collections are sent to the National Office of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, Toronto, ON.

Every year in May national directors from around the world meet in Rome to approve projects 
submitted for financial assistance.  Specific projects are allocated to specific countries for 
financial support.  The money is sent directly from the National Office to the country of the 
approved project.  The money is not sent to Rome.

CCCB PASTORAL FUND 
Contribution from English Canada – US $233,750.00
The CCCB Pastoral Mission Fund helps mission countries on all continents with grants, 
primarily in programs for faith development, missionary formation and catechetical training.
ALL our World Mission Sunday materials are available on our website. This will make it easier for 
those who wish to copy directly on to bulletins, etc. The documents will be downloaded in Word 
format, including the notes for children and those for youth.
Our website is at www.missionsocieties.ca Items of missionary interest are available there,  
and links are given to related sites. e.g. www.vatican.va / www.fides.org

Could you follow a MONTHLY GIVING PLAN?
An easy way to help the missions is to preauthorize a monthly payment plan for 
them.  To join this plan complete, sign and send us either Form A or Form B.  You can 
change your mind, or the amount to be given, at any time by sending us a note.

How Your World Mission Sunday  
Collection in Canada  

Was Distributed in 2009.

We can help because of your generosity 
Thank you and may God bless you abundantly

Monthly Giving Plan – Form B - Credit Card
FORM B – CREDIT CARD 

Yes, I authorize the Society for the Propagation of the Faith for Canada, English 
Sector to receive the following monthly contribution of $ .
Starting Date:     
Please charge my credit card 
 VISA   or     MASTER CARD   or     AMEX   
Card No:  
Expiry Date:  
Signature:    
Name: 
Address:
City/Town :     
Province :  Postal Code:

TANZANIA
THAILAND

INDIA

PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION

Diocese 2009 2008 Catholic Diocesan Directors Telephone
 Population

Antigonish $37,291. $9,937.        126,400 Rev. Daniel MacDonald (902) 783-2697 
Calgary 159,573. 115,965. 499,735 Sr. Cecily Graves (403) 218-5513
Charlottetown 16,686. 15,981. 62,514 Sr. Joan MacDonald (902) 368-8005
Churchill-Hudson Bay 1,131. 655. 9,200 Most Rev. Reynald Rouleau  (204) 675-2252
Corner Brook/Labrador        4,374. 7,654. 35,140 Rev. Aidan Devine  (709) 648-2533

Edmonton 107,575. 101,064. 368,545 Deacon John Lindsay (780) 469-1010
Grand Falls, NL 5,942.        7,142.        36,895 Chancery Office (709) 258-6422
Grouard McLennan      12,406.      21,176.        47,899 Ms. Rita Therriault (780) 925-3835                          
Halifax 15,000. 20,000. 161,115 Rev. Louis Caissie (902) 453-5277

Hamilton 90,000. 90,000. 562,000 Mr. Patrick Noon (905) 528-7988
Kamloops 19,072. 26,482. 51,435 Rev. Peter Hoan Nguyen  (250) 376-5541
Keewatin Le Pas 5,156. 3,309. 46,663 Sr. Ethel T. Detz (306) 884-2154

Kingston 40,489. 47,020. 116,545 Rev. Patrick Kelly (613) 477-1656
London 85,039. 86,884. 622,138 Rev. William Kornacker (519) 258-0910
MacKenzie-Fort Smith 1,374. 1,308. 22,500 Diocesan Office (867) 920-2129

Military Ordinariate 4,905. 3,441. 81,000 Chancery Office (613) 998-8747
Moosonee 331 460. 5,950  Most Rev. Vincent Cadieux (705)336-2908  
Nelson  29,878. 28,089.  78,000 Rev. Patrick Monette (250) 492-3169
Ottawa (English)       41,436.      67,468.      236,317 Rev. Joseph Muldoon (613) 738-5025

Pembroke 12,672. 17,346. 65,985 Chancery Office (819) 689-5232
Peterborough 44,243. 1,845. 51,842 Rev. Vincente Valles (905) 436-2126
Prince Albert * 11,335.        39,589 Yvette Gareau (306) 922-4747

Prince George 523.      11,027. 52,100 Glen Palahicky (250) 635-3035
Regina 56,944.      65,912.      120,000 Rev. Anthony F. Dizy  (306) 352-1651
St. Catharines 27,490. 31,284. 153.565 Rev. Ray Fenech Gonz (905) 358-9333

Saint John, NB 30,574. 25,706. 112,710 Chancery Office  (506) 653-6800
St. John’s, NL 13,214. 17,641. 111,000 Sr. Maura Mason (709) 753-8030

Saskatoon 23,475. 39,506. 87,000 Rev. Raymond Senger  (306) 653-5126
Sault Ste. Marie 25,409. 43,784. 211,984 Sr. Catherine Paul (705) 253-7286 
Thunder Bay  9,269. 10,000. 73,780  Rev. Luigi Filippini (807) 345-5202

Toronto 464,561. 491,734 1,853,582 Rev. Gerald F. Dunn (905) 822-1171
Vancouver 162,578. 168,022.  457,748 Rev. Bruce McAllister (604) 683-0281
Victoria  25,890. 14,686. 94,465 Mrs. Barbara Shenton (250) 595-0828 

Whitehorse 2,700.  2,317. 7,720 Chancery Office  (867) 667-2052
Winnipeg  25,687. 29,114. 158,095 Rev. Dominic Yuen (204) 727-4728
Others 2,210. 3,105.
Outstanding  23,760. 46,350.

Total $1,628,856.  $1,638,430.  6,821,156 
March 12, 2010
Note:  In some Dioceses, total collection includes monies for World Mission Sunday received in our offices directly from parishes.
* Additional funds were received following the Pontitical Mission Societies end of year audit. They will be reflected in next year’s report.

Thank you, Canada! 
From Propagation of the Faith
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A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN
It helps, now and then, to step back 
And take the long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,  
It is beyond our vision

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of 
The magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
Nothing we do is complete, 
Which is another way of saying 
That the kingdom always lies beyond us.

No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 
No confession brings perfection… 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about: 
We plant seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, 
Knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything 
And there is a sense of liberation realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, 
And to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 
An opportunity for God’s grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results… 
But that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders, 
Ministers, not messiahs, 
We are prophets of a future not our own.

Archbishop Oscar 
Romero of El Salvador, 
who was assassinated 
for speaking out against 
injustice in 1980.

Is this World Mission Sunday Collection 
the only source for the funds  

Propagation of the Faith distributes?

No. Generous Canadians like you contribute through-
out the year to the Worldwide Mission Solidarity Fund.  
There are many ways to give:  donations, bequests, an-
nuities, securities, transfers, for example:

Remembering the Missions in your Will

Help the missionaries of the future through  
•	 a specific bequest amount
•	 securities	bequest
•	 all or part of the residue	of your estate  
•	 real	property	(e.g. a building) bequest 

In	your	Will	use	our	legal	name:

Society	for	the	Propagation	of	the		
Faith	for	Canada,	English	Sector

Registered Charity BN 12888 2883 RR0001

Joining our Charitable Gift Annuity 
Programme

You will receive
•			 a guaranteed income for life with rates that never 

fluctuate
•			part of this income tax free
•			 a charitable donation receipt for part of the original 

investment
•			 the satisfaction of knowing that at your death the 

missions are helped in a BIG way
•			 the consolation of daily prayer for you by those on 

the missions and in the daily Mass for our benefac-
tors at the shrine of St. Thérèse in Lisièux.

DONATE SHARES   

Propagation of the Faith is a registered charity.  For shares 
donated to registered charities, the most recent federal 
budget has eliminated all taxation on the shares’ capital 
gains.

For more information contact:  
National Director

416-699-7077 or 1-800-897-8845
or write 

Society for the Propagation of the Faith
3329 Danforth Avenue, Scarborough,  

Ontario M1L 4T3Mural of Martyred Archbiship Oscar Romero 
photo - Faculty of Law and Social Science, University
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Youth in Mission
A New Evangelization?  One step, one person, one interaction at a time
In Portugal, pope calls for new style of evangelization

During his May visit to Portugal, Pope Benedict XVI took 
several opportunities speak on what being mission centred 
in the modern world truly means. The pope said that to 
reach out more effectively, the church’s traditional idea of 
evangelizing must change. In today’s increasingly multicul-
tural societies, he said, the church needs to be able to mix 
dialogue with proclamation and witness of the faith. “Bear 
witness to all of the joy that his strong yet gentle presence 
evokes, starting with your contemporaries. Tell them that it 
is beautiful to be a friend of Jesus and that it is well worth 
following him,” he said. (Source: CNS, 05/14/2010)

On an early September morning, four years ago, a young man 
caught the bus and headed down from Aurora, Ontario to 
his first day at Brebeuf College School. Like all grade niners, 
he was a little nervous about how things would go. He didn’t 
have any of his elementary friends accompanying him to high 
school, so if wondered if he would be able to make new friends 
and fit in? At least he had the security of knowing that his 
older brother had attended Brebeuf, as well as an uncle earlier 
on. Perhaps some of the teachers would make the connection.

After a couple of weeks and after the first round of jitters 
had passed, he looked for ways to meet other students who 
shared his interests. Not being the greatest of athletes, he 
didn’t see himself standing out on the rugby field at this 
all-boys high school. So where to begin? He decided to start 
with what he knew best: his faith. 

Meet Timothy Keswick. In early June I came across an ar-
ticle describing how the Office of Catholic Youth in Toronto 
was recognizing certain Catholic youth who through their 

witness of the faith, had 
made a difference in their 
communities. Timothy is 
one of those who were 
recognized. He also hap-
pened to attend the very 
high school where I had 
previously been Vice-
Principal. My interest 
was piqued.

On first meeting him, 
Timothy struck me as a 
perfectly normal young 
man. Now in Grade 12, 
and graduating in a few 

weeks (he will attend York University, Toronto, in September.) 
he took some time to sit down with me and look back on his 
four years at Brebeuf College School.

Timothy has always been connected to his faith for as long as 
he can remember. His mother was the Secretary in the Recto-
ry Office in their parish. (Our Lady of Grace in Aurora). His 
uncle, Edward Murphy is a diocesan priest presently stationed 
in St. Patrick’s Parish in Markham, Ontario. In elementary 
school Timothy involved himself in the various masses and 
liturgical celebrations throughout the year. He is presently 
a lector at Our Lady of Grace as well as a Youth Ministry 
Co-ordinator for the parish. Bi-weekly meetings are held on 
Sunday afternoons, at which various topics are presented and 
discussed by the youth of the parish. There is a solid core of 
25 young people regularly attending these meetings during 
which Timothy, along with the Associate Pastor, presents 
through media, games and discussion, opportunities for the 
youth to learn more about their faith and the roles they need 
to play in living that faith. Timothy, with a particular interest 
in Mass Media, has offered to his group: Faith and the Me-
dia; Advertising and Its Impact on Catholic Beliefs; Youth and 
Sexuality: Celebrating the Liturgical Seasons. 

So, on one level, it isn’t surprising to discover that Timothy’s 
idea for meeting friends was to start a “Catholicity Club” 
in his grade nine year. However, on another level, my eye-
brows were raised when I first heard of this. Brebeuf College 
is a true Catholic High School, with over 900 boys driven 
to perform to their best in all aspects of their lives, includ-
ing their faith. But who’s kidding who? All of us have had 
the experience of looking around the pews during Mass and 
wondering, “Where are all the young people?” “Where do 
they go after elementary school?” And so I asked Timothy to 
describe how things went.

Timothy Keslick

Youth Minister leads his peers in praying the Rosary in a Science classroom
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In that first year, the club attracted just three students. 
Nonetheless, Timothy continued as if he had a cast of thou-
sands and worked to make the club known. With the as-
sistance of a Jesuit scholastic who was working part-time in 
the school, and the encouragement of the Chaplaincy Team 
headed by Mr. Sergio DeMiglio and Brother Henry Spencer, 
Timothy and the others worked on all the liturgies held at 
the school. They soon became noticed by the student body. 
Over the next three years, Timothy’s club expanded in out-
reach and impact. Timothy jokingly mentions “the power of 
pizza” to attract male adolescents. It worked. At first out of 
curiosity, but later because of reputation, the club began to 
grow in number. Timothy and his team kept coming up with 
interesting ways to present their Catholic faith to the school. 
They put on skits to teach the Beatitudes, they organized Peer 
Groups to discuss faith and how to believe in today’s world. 
Spear-headed by Timothy and another club member, Russell 
Sng, the club now leads the annual grade nine class retreats; 
these are half-day sessions exclusively for the grade nine stu-
dents but because they are student-organized and student-led, 
there is a different level of inter-action that takes place. The 
younger students seem more willing to open up to their older 
peers and discussions become frank and informative.

Timothy led the initiative to develop the club’s website. I 
highly recommend you go visit www.brebeufyouthministry.
com and see what has happened in this school over the time 
Timothy has led this club. The depth and breadth of its Cath-
olic content and interactive features is truly astonishing.

The Catholicity Club now has over 100 regular members. It 
meets monthly in the Chaplaincy Centre to plan and co-or-
dinate school-wide activities centred on faith. Here’s a small 
example. Timothy and the group approached the Chaplain-
cy Team and the school administration about implementing 
the rosary back into school life. With their approval, and 
the support of the home-room teachers, during the Mar-
ian months of October and May, the club members fan out 
across the school and lead the recitation of the rosary in the 
home-room classrooms. The first week of the month might 
be all the grade nine homerooms. The second week, the 
grade tens, and so on. I asked Timothy how they introduced 
this program to the students. He responded that when they 
first went in, they didn’t make a big deal about it, and didn’t 
put any pressure on the other students to join in. Those who 
didn’t wish to participate were asked to please remain quiet 
and respectful of those who were praying. When asked how 
many students now participate, Timothy reflected for a min-

ute and then said, “Most of them”. At that moment, I sat 
back and tried to think of the last time I saw a group of high 
school students gathered together in common purpose to 
say the rosary. On a regular basis. To Timothy, this doesn’t 
strike him as anything out of the ordinary. He says he started 
the club not only to meet other students but also he saw it as 
a way to “keep in touch with my faith.” 

The Catholicity Club is busily putting together a Music Min-
istry for next year. With the number of talented musicians in 
this school, it can’t but succeed. Timothy, as stated earlier, is 
off to York University in the fall. He plans on studying An-
thropology and English and when not attending classes, he 
fully intends to get involved with the York Chaplaincy pro-
gram. This summer, Timothy is volunteering at the Office of 
Catholic Youth in downtown Toronto. He is the co-ordinator 
for the Regional World Youth Day Celebrations being held 
July 23-25 at Martyrs’ Shrine, Ontario.

I leave the final words on this remarkable young man to Pope 
Benedict: “Bear witness to all of the joy that his strong yet 
gentle presence evokes, starting with your contemporaries. 
Tell them that it is beautiful to be a friend of Jesus and that 
it is well worth following him,”

Brebeuf Youth Ministry 2009-2010
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Society of Saint Peter the Apostle
Am I Called?

Jesus, said to them, “Come 
after me, and I will make you 
fishers of people.”   
Mark 1:16-20

Shortly after leaving the des-
ert, Jesus began his ministry.  
One of the needs he had for 
fulfilling this ministry was to 
recruit people to promote the 
kingdom of God by becoming 
ministers of the Word.

There were many fishermen in the region of Galilee during 
the time of Jesus.  Historical data shows that over 200 fishing 
vessels competed for the rich harvest of fish.  It was from this 
profession that Jesus invited 
and enlisted his first follow-
ers.  It may seem odd that he 
did not turn to the well- edu-
cated rabbis and Pharisees, 
who were seen as eloquent 
speakers and wise men.  He 
chose, instead, men of no particular social standing.

The unassuming seashore that Jesus walked was certainly 
no comparison to the beautiful shores of County Lunenburg 
or the breathtaking shores of the Gaspé.   It was, however, 
the place where Jesus attracted his first followers who were 
what could be considered working class and characterized by 
a “down to earth” philosophy.  They were viewed by others 
higher in the social caste as being dirty, both physically and 
ritually, in their daily preoccupation with basic survival.

How did Jesus lure them in?  Long theological reflections on 
dogmatic precepts would have been lost on them.  He caught 
their attention and won them to his side through his actions. 
Who he was and why he had come is revealed to these sim-
ple people by the deeds that illustrated the lessons he taught.  
People came to believe and trust in him because of his sim-
plicity.  He lived what he spoke.

Who was invited?  Common, ordinary folks like you and me.  
This is reassuring for all of us who consider ourselves to be 
ordinary individuals.

In the Gospel of Mark, the writer describes two callings.  The 
first call is that of Simon and his brother Andrew.  The sec-
ond call is that of James and his brother John.  Both Simon 

and Andrew responded with no hesitation.  It was a clear 
and immediate yes to Jesus’ invitation.  James and John also 
responded with a similar unconditional yes.  Like the other 
brothers, they left their nets, their boats, their livelihood, and 
their family behind to follow Jesus.  The actual work they 
were to undertake was not yet clear but they took a leap of 
faith.  They were interested in getting to know who Jesus was.

This scriptural passage illustrates the ability Jesus has to per-
ceive and draw out the potential in individuals who consider 
themselves ordinary folks.  Do I have the ability to see the 
potential within myself or in those around me?  Do I have 
the insight to recognize the qualities that are important for 
following Jesus in ordinary ways?

Jesus Christ continues to call people today.  He speaks to 
the heart and mind and says, 
“Come, follow me”, even to 
me!  Do I hesitate to follow 
him?  If so, what holds me 
back?  Let us continue our 
prayers for an increase in vo-
cations to the priesthood and 

religious life.  Let us ask our Lord to open the hearts and 
minds of our young people so that they may hear the invi-
tation, that same invitation extended to the Apostles to be 
ministers of the Word and mission workers in the world.  If 
you know of any young person who wishes to share in God’s 
joy, invite them to consider being a voice for God.   Encour-
age them to come forward quickly and unreservedly, without 
counting the cost. The rewards will be great.

Fr. Lui Santi, cpps

Jesus, said to them, “Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of people.”     

 Mark 1:16-20

Father Lui Santi cpps

photo - Richard Peter - Deutsche Fotothek
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Don’t try this one until you have read every last word of the magazine! Good Luck.

Missions Today Crossword
 September/October 2010
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Paul Coady

Across

1. This disease continues to plague Uganda
5. where the people, thanks to you, have a 

new chapel
6. acronym for the Ugandan organization 

set up to promote dialogue amongst 
Christians

9. This statesman coined the term, “the 
pearl of Africa” in describing Uganda

12. his gospel describes two different 
callings regarding the Apostles

15. This order was one of the first to enter 
the DRC, then known as Belgium Congo, 
in 1910.

16. African term for “the French”
18. Diocesan priests from this country do 

mission work in neighbouring Chad and 
Gabon

20. This country is still recovering from a civil 
war that lasted two decades

21. “a developing church committed to 
peace”

22. where the Chalice Program has made an 
impact

23. This country is celebrating 150 years of 
evangelization

Down

2. Ecclesiastical council meeting in Rome 
involving Middle Eastern faiths

3. One way to conduct a pilgrimage!
4. bountiful fishing area in Jesus’s time
7. Timothy’s high school
8. where the parish, thanks to you, will 

soon have a new church
10. capitol city of Uganda
11. The Bishop of Quilon (2 words)
13. This order constitutes Afghanistan’s 

largest Catholic group
14. Who is in “the front line” of developing 

the faith in Uganda?
15. African term for “the British”
17. This is a “Prince” of a diocese.
19. 16 Dioceses in this country enjoyed 

Canadian support during 2009

I hope you have some fun with this one. Once again, all the clues point to words, personalities 
and phrases taken directly from this issue.  -  Missions Today Crossword Solution on page 23

For a personal consultation, 
brochure or further  

information please call: 

416 699 7077  
-or-  

1 800 897 8865

Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith

(A Pontifical Mission Society) 
3329 Danforth Avenue, Toronto, 

Ontario M1L 4T3

416 699 7077 OR 1 800 897 8865
www.missionsocieties.ca

Annuity RAtes 
CuRRently offeRed
 Age  Male  Female
 60 5.12% 4.92%
 65 5.47% 5.21 %
 70 5.97% 5.61%
 75 6.65% 6.20%
 80 7.60% 7.07%
 85 8.94% 8.37%
 90  10.00% 10.00%

Charitable 
Gift Annuities

A Gift to the  
Missions that also 

benefits You!

How?
•  Provides guaranteed  

income for life
•  Provides immediate and 

long term tax benefits
•  Supports the missions
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To this observer, we have be-
come a species that not only 
looks to the future but now 
attempts to live in the future 
as much as possible. Will my 
five year old be able to get into 
the right college? Will I have 
enough money on which to 
retire comfortably thirty years 
from now? How does the stock 
market look five years from 

now? The only time we hear the expression, “there’s no time like 
now…” is when we are being asked to spend. Our governments 
dig into the future to finance the present. Our youth live a daily 
dichotomy in that their impatience with the idea of ‘waiting’ leads 
them to constantly expect what used to be the future  to become 
part of the brief ‘now’ of their lives. Download this, on-demand 
that. Tweet quick sincerity now. Then move on, move on. There 
is this frantic, self-created need to do everything.

This continual future seek (I’m already sick of hearing the expres-
sion, “going forward”) impacts every 
aspect of our lives. News items become 
stale quickly. Report the story, never 
mind taking the time to delve into too 
much detail, and then move on to the 
next headline. Television news is always about, “what’s coming 
up” perhaps out of fear that the viewer cannot remain focused 
and present to what is actually being discussed right now. Priests 
fear that they will lose their parishioners’ attention if the sermon 
drags on. Try to imagine our present generation sitting through 
a Puritan Sunday service of two hundred years ago; services that 
would take up most of Sunday.

And where does our Mission Church fit into this virtual world be-
come real? Last spring, the Vatican released a statement in which 
Pope Benedict XVI claims that Europe and the West need to be 
re-evangelized. That there needs to be a re-vitalization of the faith 
in the affluent world before it is lost for good. The empty pews, 
amalgamated parishes, demise of Catholic School Boards and 
a host of disaffected youth all point to this need. But where to 

begin? The task seems overwhelming. Yes, it is; but in the same 
breath I would suggest that it is not impossible. If the Church in 
this hectic, narcissistic and future-worshipping world is to make 
an impact it needs to begin from the beginning. It needs to take 
its cue from the earliest of missionaries, the apostles and disci-
ples who fanned out across the Mediterranean World of the 1st 
Century. Their task was overwhelming as well, but they built the 
Church one person at a time. I imagine that at some point along 
the way, Paul, Peter, Thomas and the others might have stopped 
to consider where and what the Church would become, but I do 
not believe that they took too much time worrying about what 
might be. They lived in the now, and dealt with the calling to 
serve in the now realizing that the future they foresaw was not 
their own.

Timothy Keslick founded a Youth Ministry in his high school, 
without worrying about how it would look in four years. The 
years took care of themselves. He took care of working with his 
peers in the present, and let the future to others. Now he moves 
on to university, leaving behind a Ministry that grew from three 
to one hundred and fifty members in four years. 

Elizabeth Schulz did not stop to 
concern herself with the future of 
her Holy Childhood group in her 
parish. She kept her efforts on the 
present, working with her friends 

and fellow parishioners to provide financial and spiritual support 
for the children of Haiti and Peru. She and Timothy work in the 
present for a future that is not their own. 

Archbishop Oscar Romero, in his reflection, “A Future Not Our 
Own” (see page 15 of this issue for the full text) describes those 
who work in mission, both young and old, as “prophets of a future 
not our own.” The stories of Timothy and Elizabeth remind us of 
the importance of keeping the future in perspective so that we live 
the present with an ear to the voice of God. No need to download 
God, for God is there already.

Paul Coady  
Editor

Mission Conversations with the Editor

Missions Today is always interested in hearing from you. 
If you have any comments on the articles we have used; the new 
structure of the magazine; or anything you would like to see us 

explore in future issues, please get in touch with us!

Contact the Editor via email at: editor@missionsocieties.ca

Or write us at:  Editor - Missions Today Magazine

3329 Danforth Avenue 
Scarborough, ON 

M1L 4T3

“The kingdom is not only beyond our  
efforts, it is beyond our vision.”

Have you visited our newly updated web-site yet?
www.missionsocieties.ca has a completely new look, with 

lots of new features, including: access to feature stories from 
our magazine, Missions Today, child activities and news 

from Holy Childhood, and direct links to World Mission TV 
(RomanCatholicTelevision) where you can find stories of mission 

work from across the globe in documentary formats complete 
with teacher/student guides and activities. Our new site also 

makes it easier to donate in a safe and secure way. Visit us today!
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Please remember in your prayers the recently deceased members 
of the Pontifical Mission Societies 
Fr. Paul Charbonneau ..................................... Windsor, ON
Marge Bendig.................................................... Guelph, ON
Frank Brendza Jr. .....................................Thunder Bay, ON
Denis Campbell ................................................... Surrey, BC
Ray Chin .......................................................Markham, ON
Stella Chop ................................................ Summerland, BC
John Commisso .......................................Thunder Bay, ON
Agnes Conlin ..........................................Dawson Creek, BC
Elizabeth DeGagne ............................................Calgary, AB
Folco Diruzza .................................................... Guelph, ON
John Doody .............................................Corner Brook, NL
Nellie Dortmans .............................................Strathroy, ON
Peter Drydyk ......................................................Calgary, AB
James Esper ................................................ Chesterville, ON
Joe Figura ................................................Dawson Creek, BC
Rita Fleece .................................................... North Bay, ON
Joseph Glavin ....................................................Parkhill, ON
Charles Grant ......................................... Wasaga Beach, ON
Isabel Grant ...................................................Antigonish, NS
Vera Grant ......................................................Vancouver, BC
Helen Greff ..................................................... Windsor, ON
Yvonne Hardie ................................................. Toronto, ON
Anna Holm ................................................... Moosomin, SK
Bernard Huculak ..........................................Armstrong, BC
Alice Maria Hulman .......................................Stratford, ON
Helen Hunt ........................................................ Yorkton, SK
Audrey Jones ..................................................... Guelph, ON
Mary Leona Kenny .......................................Richmond, BC
George King ...................................................Teeswater, ON
Joanne King ...................................................... Guelph, ON

Judy Knezich .................................................Dunnville, ON
Bronislaw Laskowski .................................. Downsview, ON
Gabrielle Lemieux ................................................Virgil, ON
Joseph MacLean ................................................ Guelph, ON
Shirley Martin ............................................Mount Pearl, NL
Viola Michalski .........................................Scarborough, ON
Anna Milan ................................................Fort St. John, BC
George Miller .................................................... Victoria, BC
John Moriarty ..................................................Kamsack, SK
Anne Moser ..............................................Stoney Creek, ON
Mary Paris ......................................................Vancouver, BC
Lawrence Plowman ................................. Fort MacLeod, AB
Concetta Reffo .................................................. Guelph, ON
Bertillo Roncato ................................................ Guelph, ON
Palmo Santoro ..................................................Sudbury, ON
Ruth Schaefer ..........................................Dawson Creek, BC
Emmanuel Schechtel ..........................................Provost, AB
Peter Shertel ..................................................Edmonton, AB
Stillman Smith ..............................................Antigonish, NS
Fr. Michael Troy ...........................................Edmonton, AB
Audrey Vallely ................................................... Guelph, ON
Stanley Vaughan ...............................................Halifax, NSg
Evangeline Young ..........................................Winnipeg, MB
Michael Yurkowski .......................................Winnipeg, MB
Christine Zuch ..................................................London, ON

In Remembrance 
Our Deceased Donors
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MY NEW ADDRESS
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Missions Today Crossword Solution
 September/October 2010 (from page 19)



 I ask you in turn to put yourselves at the service of people
 like this and all that work with them in this arduous task. 

 (1 Corinthians, 16:16)
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